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Cari colleghi e care colleghe dell’AATI, 

passano i mesi, passano le newsletters, passano i convegni … 

quello che non passa sono la voglia e il lavoro che i membri 

del nostro Executive Council continuano a dimostrare per la 

“tutela, promozione e diffusione dello studio nel mondo 

della lingua italiana, della letteratura e della cultura italiana 

nei suoi molteplici aspetti.” Un lavoro che, in tempi come 

questi, in cui risolto un problema se ne ritrova immediatamente un altro, 

sarebbe logorante senza il grande senso di appartenenza dei membri 

dell’Executive Council e di molti associati AATI che qui voglio ringraziare 

pubblicamente.  

Colgo qui l’occasione per ribadire che se qualcuno dei nostri membri 

volesse donare un po’ del suo tempo all’associazione pregherei si mettesse 

in contatto con me: la voglia è quella di portare nuova linfa per sostenere il 

lavoro dell’associazione, e ci sono sicuramente standing o ad hoc 

committees che trarrebbero vantaggio dalla vostra esperienza.    

La minima flessione nel numero di studenti che hanno sostenuto l’esame 

AP di lingua e cultura italiana non deve suonare come un campanello 

d’allarme ma ci ricorda che non siamo nella posizione (e forse non lo 

saremo mai) di poter abbassare la guardia. Un po’ più preoccupante risulta 

il calo nella performance generale degli studenti che ci tiene ancora a 

distanza dalla media generale delle altre lingue. Il prossimo esame AP verrà 

offerto con un nuovo formato per la parte delle multiple choice e invito 

vivamente tutti i nostri insegnanti AP di partecipare in qualche workshop 

(sponsorizzato da College Board o da qualcuno dei nostri colleghi) per 

essere in grado di preparare al meglio gli studenti. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

CONT’D 

È con orgoglio che confermo qui il successo del 

nuovo National Italian Exam e della nostra 

conferenza primaverile tenutasi tra la fine di maggio e 

l’inizio di giugno a Poughkeepsie ospiti di Marist 

College e della nostra Regional Representative 

Maureen Marina Melita: un’organizzazione curata nei 

minimi dettagli e un’ospitalità squisita sono state la 

ciliegina sulla torta per una conferenza che ha 

confermato gli altissimi livelli di ricerca dei nostri 

associati.  

Per entrare nello specifico del lavoro svolto dall’uscita 

dell’ultima newsletter vi lascio alcune note.  

AATI Meetings 

Il meeting annuale dell’American Association of 

Teachers of Italian si è svolto nella splendida cornice 

di Poughkeepsie dal 30 maggio al 2 giugno del 2019. 

Per il successo di questa conferenza voglio ringraziare 

di cuore i Chair dell’evento e i loro collaboratori, 

Daniela Cavallero (AATI VP College and University, 

DePaul University) e Maureen Marina Melita (Marist 

College) e a tutti i membri parte del Program 

Committee: Beth Bartolini-Salimbeni (Independent 

Scholar), Daniele De Feo (Princeton University), 

Chris Picicci (CSU-Pueblo, Pueblo, CO), Jessica 

Greenfield (Oberlin College), and Federica Santini 

(Kennesaw State University).    

Il nostro prossimo meeting si svolgerà a Washington 

D.C. dal 22 al 24 novembre 2019 in concomitanza e 

in collaborazione con il Convegno dell’ACTFL 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages. Un doveroso ringraziamento va a Lyn 

Scolaro (AATI VP K-12, Prospect High School, Mt. 

Prospect, IL) Chair del comitato organizzatore e a 

tutti i membri parte del Program Committee: Christen 

Picicci (CSU-Pueblo, Pueblo, CO), Clorinda Donato 

(California State University, Long Beach, CA), 

Caterina Ziliani (Bellaire High School, Houston, TX), 

Silvia Giorgini-Althoen (Wayne State University, 

Detrot, MI), Stanley Michaelann (Herrin High School, 

Herrin, IL).              

Mi auguro vivamente di potervi incontrare e 

ringraziare personalmente a Washington D.C. 

AATI Executive Committee Votes  

Durante l’anno i membri dell’Executive Council si 

tengono regolarmente in contatto attraverso l’EC 

listserv per continuare a portare avanti la missione 

dell’associazione, come potrà risultare evidente dal 

numero di voti espressi dall’AATI EC elencati qui 

sotto. I voti, in linea di massima, vengono registrati 

via Surveymonkey, non solo per assicurare una certa 

trasparenza ma anche per assicurare la confidenzialità 

del voto.  

 Approvazione per la composizione del nuovo 

Distinguished Service Committee: Colleen Ryan 

(2019-2020, chair), Frank Nuessel and Antonietta 

Di Pietro (2019), winners 2018 (2020). 

(Approvato il 14 febbraio 2019). 

 Approvazione per la rimozione del limite di 500$ 

per le richieste di grants da parte di membri per la 

partecipazione a workshops, conferenze.  

(approvato l’8 marzo 2019). 

 Approvazione per 6 borse di studio da 1500$ da 

destinare ad insegnanti partecipanti al workshop 

Re-Thinking Design Italian Style. Bridging the 

Italian Curriculum through ‘MADE IN 

ITALY’ (approvato il 26 marzo 2019). 

 Ratifica dell’assegnazione dell’Outstanding Service 

Award a Mark Pietralunga (College & University) 

and Patty Grunther (K-12) (approvato il 19 

maggio 2019). 

 Approvazione per la composizione del nuovo 

Nomination Committee: Daniele De Feo (chair), 

Beth Bartolini-Salimbeni, e Annachiara Mariani  

(approvato il 29 luglio 2019). 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

CONT’D 

 

Concluding Remarks  

Concludo con un ringraziamento personale a tutti i membri dell’Executive 

Council dell’AATI e a tutti i membri dei nostri ad hoc e standing committees che 

giornalmente ci aiutano a portare avanti il nostro mandato. Spero di riuscire a 

esprimere l’immensa gratitudine per la cura e l’attenzione con cui si dedicano alle 

più svariate problematiche legate al benessere della nostra associazione.  

Voglio naturalmente ringraziare anche tutti i soci per averci dato la possibilità di 

offrire il nostro servizio a questa Associazione e per darci il loro continuo 

supporto permettendoci così di svolgere il nostro lavoro come meglio non si 

potrebbe fare.  

Un caro saluto,  

Beppe Cavatorta, University of  Arizona  

 

 

 

AATI– AAIS JOINT CONFERENCE 

UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA—TUCSON 

MARCH 26-28, 2020 
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Dal 31 maggio al 1 giugno, 2019 si è tenuto al Marist College, 
Poughkeepsie, Stato di New York, il Convegno Nazionale 
dell’AATI.  

Dopo alcuni anni sul territorio italiano, quest’anno si è voluto 
riportarlo negli Stati Uniti.  

Il Convegno ha visto la partecipazione di docenti provenienti 
da varie parti degli Stati Uniti e dall’Italia ed ha offerto una 
grande varietà di interventi, workshop, due proiezioni e una 
produzione teatrale di The Most Learned Woman: The Story of  
Elena Cornaro Piscopia, di Laura Caparrotti del Kairos Italy The-
atre.  

In particolare, si è cercato di dedicare spazio e tempo agli 
insegnanti della scuola superiore, creando delle apposite sessioni per incoraggiare e facilitare la 
loro partecipazione. 

Di notevole rilevanza le presentazioni delle due keynote speakers: Rachel Cunning, Loveland 
Classic Schools con “Be the One: Cultivating an Inclusive Classroom” e Clara Orban, DePaul 
University, con “Avanti.”   

Potete trovare foto del convegno a questo link: https://www.flickr.com/

photos/181781701@N07/with/48013152057/  e se ne aveste altre da condividere, vi invitiamo 
ad inoltrarle al seguente indirizzo email: marina.melita@gmail.com. 

Ringraziamo Marist per aver ospitato il nostro convegno di quest’anno e ringraziamo tutti i 
partecipanti.  

Il prossimo convegno, in collaborazione con AAIS, si terrà presso la University of  Arizona, 
Tucson, dal 26 al 28 marzo, 2020. 

 

CONFERENCE  REPORT—AATI@MARIST 

Daniela Cavallero & Maureen “Marina” Melita 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/181781701@N07/with/48013152057/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/181781701@N07/with/48013152057/
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From the Editor 
 
This issue contains essays by Marcel Danesi, 
Adriana Guarro Romero, Jieon Kim, Alan R. 
Perry, Lucia Re, Carlotta Vacchelli, and 
Sabrina Vellucci. It features the variety of  
topics for which our journal is known: 
literature, culture, cinema, linguistics, 
language pedagogy, as well as Italian/
American studies. Eight book reviews and 
advertisements  conclude the     issue.  
  
The cover highlights a movie poster of  Rob-
erto   Benigni’s award-winning film La vita è  
bella.  
 
My thanks to all authors who recognize Itali-
ca as a suitable medium for circulating and 
publishing their research studies, experience, 
and expertise relating to all phases of  Italian.  
 
Today, in times when enrollments in Italian 
courses and programs are going through a 
major crisis, there is no magic wand that 
would miraculously lead us to success: on the 
contrary, we have ahead of  us an      arduous, 
systematic and long-lasting task, if  we         
really wish to achieve our objectives.   
 
As far as Italica is concerned, I invite col-
leagues  connected with the teaching and 
learning of  Italian to support the develop-
ment of  the journal and to keep on submit-
ting to us studies that enrich our classroom 
and facilitate further research. 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue! 

MICHAEL LETTIERI  

Executive Council 

President: 

Giuseppe (Beppe) Cavatorta 

beppe@email.arizona.edu 

Vice President (Higher Ed.): 

Daniela Cavallero 

sentieri@aol.com 

Vice President (K-12): 

Lyn Scolaro 

lyn.scolaro@d214.org 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Enza Antenos 

aati@mail.montclair.edu 

Director of Communication: 

Ryan Calabretta-Sajder 

rcalabretta@gmail.com 

Past President: 

Salvatore Bancheri 

E-mail: salvatore.bancheri@utoronto.ca 

  

 ITALICA 

Michael Lettieri, Italica Editor 

mailto:salvatore.bancheri@utoronto.ca
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NATIONAL ITALIAN EXAM 

By: Gina Maiellaro 

The National Italian Exam is a national language contest among high school students in the 

USA. The NIE Committee envisions the exam not only as an assessment tool, which provides 

teachers and students with diagnostic feedback and positive wash-back to help inform high 

school instruction and curricula, but also as an opportunity for visibility and for promoting     

Italian programs in North American schools.  

The AATI is committed to offering an innovative exam that is aligned with the ACTFL            

Performance Descriptors and the 2012 ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines, for this reason 

AATI encourages instructors of Italian to invite their students to participate in the National     

Italian Exam, which could help them prepare for the official exams of Seal of Biliteracy, the SAT 

II and finally, will make them eligible for the Società Onoraria Italica scholarships. 

In addition, the NIE provides an excellent opportunity to highlight our students success as every 

year over 5,000 high school students of Italian take the exam. Finally, AATI offers an extensive 

regional and national prize program that consists of monetary prizes, study-trips to Italy, medals 

and certificates to award students of all   different abilities to celebrate their accomplishment. 

In March 2019, 5,353 students nationwide took the NIE, in particular we had 106 students 

at the Novice Level, 1,176 at Level 1, 1,262 at Level 2, 1,080 at Level 3, 656 at Level 4 and 167 at 

Level 5.  

The overall quality of the exam is reflected in the results of the reliability coefficients (Kuder-

Richardson 21) that this year reached a score between 0.8  and 0.9 (being the perfect score 1).  

The Committee is also seeking to obtain national recognition by being approved and listed in the 

National Association of Secondary Schools Principals (NASSP) for the NIE 2020. This   

recognition will give the NIE visibility among high school principals and will hopefully attract 

more students.      

NIE Committee. Gina Maiellaro (Northeastern University) and Mary Jo Lubrano (Yale         

University) director and academic consultants of the NIE Developing Committee, along with the 

members of the Writers’ Team: Maria Gloria Borsa, Antonietta Di Pietro, Silvia Dupont, Fausta 

Amelia Ippoliti, Patrizia Lissoni, and Teresa Picarazzi, are currently working on the creation of 

the 2020 exam. In fall 2019 a pilot test of the exam will be administered to a subset of the sample 

student population in schools that will have volunteered to participate in the data collection    

process. The findings from the pilot test will be analyzed to determine the test’s performance and 

possible additional revisions. The operational version will go live during the month of March, 

2020. For the new deadlines, please refer to the NIE webpage. 

Structure. The exam is delivered electronically through the platform Quia and presents 6       

levels. Each level is comprised of 50 selected-response items (40 for the Novice Level) divided 

into two parts with 25 questions each (multiple choices, matching, and information transfer). 

The listening and audio/viewing portion consists of a series of short audio and/or video            

segments followed by comprehension activities, while the reading portion presents a variety of 

text types.  All materials used in the exam come from authentic resources (with some limited    

exceptions at the Novice level where minimally modified texts have been included).  

The thematic content of each level has been established with a national survey among K-12 

teachers of Italian.  

https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-performance-descriptors-language-learners
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-performance-descriptors-language-learners
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012
https://sealofbiliteracy.org/
https://aati.uark.edu/national-italian-honor-society/
http://www.aati-mass.org/exam-administration.html
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NATIONAL ITALIAN EXAM—CONT’D 

 

 

Honoring students. The National Italian Exam provides an excellent opportunity to        

highlight student success and promote Italian.  It offers an extensive regional and national 

prize program that consists of monetary prizes, study-trips to Italy, medals and certificates to 

give students of all different abilities a sense of accomplishment. For the 2019 exam prizes 

were distributed as following: 

409 Gold Medals, 533 Silver Medals, and 236 Bronze Medals.  

About 100 students who obtained the highest percentile in each level received a monetary prize 

of $100. 7 students among the ones who had obtained the highest score were awarded a 2-week 

study trip to Italy plus $500 for their flight.  

They are:  

Luna De Oliveira, McCall Middle School (MA) Teacher: Paul Arena 

Marco Delellis, Herricks High School (NY) Teacher: Agnese Iaconis 

Sophia Rocha, International Studies Preparatory Academy, ISPA (FL) Teacher: Elisa Oliverio 

Kabir Torano, Tasis Dorado (Puerto Rico) Teacher: Giovanni Cusimano 

Paula Prado, Lexington High School (MA) Teacher: Paola Zanirato Dorfman 

Ciarra Criscione, Ridge High School, (NJ) Teacher: Fiorella Bologno 

Padraig Brady, The Wheatley School (NY) Teacher: Susan Vasselman 

 

The names of the awardees as well as students’ testimonials are posted on the NIE webpage 

(currently hosted by the MITA website). 

More detailed information will be soon available on the AATI website.  

http://www.aati-mass.org/winners.html
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The American Association of Teachers of Italian annually awards 
two undergraduate college students for an outstanding essay on 
Italian language, culture, literature, and cinema. Each award 
carries a cash prize of $500 and an official announcement is 
made at the annual AATI-ACTFL conference. 

On behalf of the AATI College Essay Contest Committee, it is 
my pleasure to announce the names of this year’s winners. 

Essay in Italian: 

Greta Anders (University of California, Davis): “La 
dissociazione con il paese d’origine a costo dell’identità e 
dell’umanità”, submitted by Dr. Margherita Heyer-Caput. 
Anders’ essay explores some passages from the works of 
African-Italian writers such as Amara Lakhous, Salah Methnani 
e Gabriella Ghermandi, to shed light on the high price, in terms 
of identity and self-affirmation, paid by migrants who are 
forced to leave their home countries to escape from war and 
violence.  

The members of the Committee appreciated the choice of this 
urgent topic and its discussion with such clarity, passion and 
depth. 

Essay in English: 

Rachel Hickman (Florida State University): “Donne 
danzanti: Subverting Social Norms in Le Notti di Cabiria and Il 
Conformista”, submitted by Dr. Silvia Valisa.  

Hickman’s essay examines various dance scenes in Night of 
Cabiria and The Conformist to articulate their importance in 
the self-definition of the female characters in the movies. The 
analysis is fresh and exciting, posing new ways to think of the 
material.  

The Committee praised the originality of the approach and the 
crafting of the main thesis regarding the effects of 
“empowerment” and “rebellion” exerted by the act of dancing 
on the film’s characters. 

Thanks to all the colleagues who submitted their students’ 
works! Please consider submitting one of your student’s essay 
for the 2020 contest. The deadline for submission will be in the 
summer of 2020. 

For more information on the contest, please visit https://
aati.uark.edu/ 

AATI College Essay Contest Committee:  

Francesco Rabissi - Chair (University of Arizona, Tucson) 

Elena Bellina (University of Rochester) 

Karen Raizen (Bard College) 
  

AATI COLLEGE ESSAY CONTEST 2019  

BY: Francesco Rabissi 

 

Rachel Hickman, Florida 

State University 

Winner of AATI College   

Essay  

 

Greta Anders, University 

of California, Davis 

Winner of AATI College    
Essay  

https://aati.uark.edu/
https://aati.uark.edu/
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CHAPTER NEWS 

 

AATI New England by Gina Maiellaro 

Events and News 

In Spring 2019 MITA organized for its fourth year 

La giornata della Lingua Italiana, a friendly  

competition among high school students created to 

motivate, to spark interest in learning Italian and 

to offer a connection between college and high 

school.  The competition, organized and sponsored 

by MITA in collaboration with a local university, 

attracts students and their teachers to campus for 

a day of fun and learning. This year La Giornata 

took place at Wellesley College and we are par-

ticularly grateful to the faculty of the                    

Department of Italian Studies for                   

co-sponsoring and collaborating with us. The com-

petition was held on April 5th,  and saw the         

participation of about 150 students. Each            

participating high school created a skit, a song, or 

other form of expression in Italian about this 

year’s topic: Why I study Italian? Each school’s 

entry was evaluated by a panel of judges using spe-

cific criteria.  

This year winners were:  

1. Lexington High School (teacher: Paola 

Zanirato-Dorfman) 

2. Medford High School (teacher: Nicole 

Chalifox, Vilma Bibeau, Monica Canetta) 

3. Woburn Memorial High School (teacher: 

Cinzia Gilbertie) 

We would like to thank all the schools that         

participated and made it such a fantastic success! 

For more information, please visit the MITA    

website. 

MITA is planning another Giornata for Spring 

2020 at Mount Ida College/UMass Amherst. The 

theme will be announced later in Fall 2019.  

Scholarships 

MITA offers yearly four scholarships to worthy 

students who have studied Italian for at least 3 

years in high school. To be eligible, students must 

have studied Italian for three years at the high 

school level and must be planning to attend a four-

year accredited college or university. The Italian 

teacher must be a current member of the AATI/

MITA.  

This year the MITA scholarship committee was 

very proud to announce as the 2018-2019 

MITA winners 5 very outstanding students of 

Italian who embody the mission of MITA.  There 

was tough competition again this year and among 

the many applicants the MITA Scholarship      

Committee chose the following 5 students: 

• Sophia Micale (Winchester High School) in 

memory of Aldo Servino 

• Zachary Trainor (Medford High School) in 

memory of Daniel and Mark DiCarlo 

• Piera LoContro (Gloucester High School) in 

memory of Concetta Barinelli 

• Julia Derocher (Nipmuc Regional High 

School) in memory of Antonietta Covino 

• Robert Bourque (Woburn Memorial High 

School) in memory of Michele and Caterina 

Procopio 

 

http://www.aati-mass.org/la-giornata-dellitaliano.html
http://www.aati-mass.org/la-giornata-dellitaliano.html


 15 

CHAPTER NEWS 

 

 

PRIORITIES GOALS 

1. Teachers (numbers, qualifications, etc.). 

a. limited participation to professional develop-
ment initiatives; 

b. decreased number of qualified teachers in K-12 
schools; 

c. not sufficient involvement of younger teachers 
in the professional community; 

d. not sufficient involvement and lack of cohesion/
collaboration/presence among university and 
college colleagues; 

e. prizes and awards (local). 

  

 offer more high-quality professional development          
opportunities; 

 offering opportunities to inform grad students and        
potential teachers about teachers’ licensure and             
certifications in the New England area; 

 provide a mentoring program for new teachers (see 
ACTFL) with the help of our experienced teachers; 

 survey the needs of university colleagues and offer        
opportunities or events that target them; 

 continue to use regular email / newsletters to keep       
informed all NE members of AATI and other educational 
or academic initiatives within the region; 

 create and educational newsletter (email) with useful     
information on teaching methodology, links to Italian   
materials, etc. Needs a clearer definition; 

 update of local chapters’ websites to increase visibility and 
networking; 

 create chapter-based awards. 
2. Teaching (schools and universities offering Ital-
ian, number of students, curriculum, etc.): 

a. decreasing number of enrollments in college 
and universities (with certain exceptions for 
Liberal Arts Colleges); 

b. high school numbers are still stable, even 
though some report lower enrollments; 

c. need for teaching materials (high school); 

d. moving toward Seal of Biliteracy in MA; curricu-
lum more standard/proficiency based; 

  

 AATI National and Italian government involvement; 

 implementation of national as well as local strategies to 
support enrollments; 

 advocacy committee; 

 use AATI website for materials repository; 

 offer workshops that target standard/proficiency-based 
acquisition. 

  

3. Advocacy 

a. maintenance of chapters’ websites (CITA, MITA); 

b. need to create a RITI website; 

c. need for a national branding; 

d. informative and marketing material (videos, bro-
chures, bookmarks, pins, pencils, etc.) to offer at 
local conferences; 

e. a common strategy plan to use when Italian pro-
grams are in danger; 

  

  

 call for members’ active participation in websites    
maintenance, especially the younger ones; 

 creation of committees within chapters that work on    
specific projects/ duties (MITA has already implemented 
this strategy with subcommittees that work on members’ 
communication, MaFLA conference, website); 

 branding should be done by AATI National, Advocacy 
Committee; 

 create a “support kit” for K-16 programs that are        
threatened to be eliminated (sample letters, names of  
people to contact, contacts with Italian institutions, Italian
-American associations, Change.org petitions, etc.) 

4. Institutional organizations and/or repre-
sentatives (consulates, enti gestori, etc.): 

a. good cooperation with the Italian consulate; 

b. relationship with Ente Gestore is problematic 
since it became an Inc. and requires a member-
ship fee from the schools and the teachers who 
belong to their program; 

            a. the Italian government continues to              
support AP and most of the resources is used for this 
purpose. 

  

 AATI’s national position in relation to institutional        
organizations; 

 definition of common guidelines to follow (relationship 
with Enti gestori and Comites); 

 AATI should be present as a national professional         
association with a unified voice inside the Osservatorio 
Nazionale. Needs coordination. 

AATI NEW ENGLAND 2018-2019 



 16 

Società Onoraria Italica 

By: Lucrezia Lindia 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome Back to another academic year! For those who may be new to AATI, my name is         
Lucrezia G. Lindia and I am the president of the Società Onoraria Italica for high school stu-
dents.  

I am delighted to report that 197 schools from 15 states across USA are members of the Società 
Onoraria Italica. A full report with names of schools and teachers will be presented at the 2019 
Annual ACTFL Conference in Washington DC.  For those high school teachers who are not yet 
members of the Società Onoraria Italica, please consider joining for the good of your students 
and your Italian programs. 

Also, I would like to remind all of you to please plan early for your Induction Ceremony. This 
will give you the peace of mind that the material for your ceremony will arrive on time. Please 
note that the material cannot be delivered without a personal/school check or an invoice from 
your school. 

To find information on the Società, click on https://aati.uark.edu/national-italian-honor-
society/. 

Additionally, below please find the list of the 2018-2019 recipients of the Società Onoraria Itali-
ca Scholarships.  In order to be considered for  these  scholarships, schools must be members of 
the Società.   

 
STUDENT SCHOOL TEACHER 

Alyssa Bonino Kings Park High School, NY Rosalia Scafidi-Iannone 

Luis Saraceni Wellington C. Mepham High School, NY Kristin Montuori 

Alexandra Messina Manhasset High School, NY Christin Visceglie 

Giovanna Vitale Pelham High School, NY Elizabeth Caparotta 

Justin Ancona Sanford H. Calhoun High school, NY Jerry Ritacco 

Lydia Nisita Westfield High School, NJ Marisa Milas 

Sarah Chavez Academy of the Holy Angels, NJ Laura Kraytem 

Carolina Cedraschi Wayne Hills High School, NJ Marianna Perri 

Isabella Burton Princeton High School, NJ Giuseppe Mazzarella 

Lauren Coffrey Cresskill High School, NJ Daiana Maria Zoino 

Joseph Emmerson Rolling Meadows High School. IL Antonino Bondi 

Gianna Geallis Elk Grove High School, IL Effie Kalkounos 

Caleigh Pistorius Maine South High School, IL Cristina Modica 

Austin Theroux Cranston High School, RI Kathryn Kelley 

Victoria Zimmerman St. Thomas Aquinas HS, FL Maria Puntillo 

Max Nixon North Quincy High School, MA Teresa Murano 

Joseph Schallmo Mount St. Joseph HS, MD Elizabeth Pease 

Erin Verni Academia Maria Regina, PR Vera Verazquez Velissa 

Odile Gabbiani Bellaire Senior High School, TX Gloria Maria Borsa 

Emmanuel Imperial Central High School, PA Sharon Walker 

Ava Cordero Maggie L. Walker Governor's School for 
Government and International Studies, VA 

Susan Hefty 

https://aati.uark.edu/national-italian-honor-society/
https://aati.uark.edu/national-italian-honor-society/
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Società Onoraria Italica                         

National Italian Honor Society (CONT’D) 

 

Kudos to the students, the teachers as well as the high school administrators. 
Thank you for taking such special interest in your students and for promoting 
the Italian language and culture.  

 

For further information, please do not hesitate to send me an email: societaon-
orariait@gmail.com. 

 
Buon anno accademico a tutti, 

Lucrezia Lindia 

Società Onoraria Italica, President 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:societaonorariait@gmail.com
mailto:societaonorariait@gmail.com
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CONFERENCES 

 

AATI@MLA 2020 

 

As a sponsoring entity of the Modern Language Association (MLA), the AATI has 

the ability to organize one guaranteed session at the annual conference. For the 

2019 MLA conference in Chicago, the session is #442: Queering Italian and     

Italian American Studies. Please see below for the individual papers: 

   Organizer: Ryan Calabretta-Sajder (University of Arkansas) 

   Chair: Colleen Ryan (Indiana University) 

   Francesco Pascuzzi (Rutgers University): “A Politics of Class and Gender in         
  Contemporary Queer Cinema” 

   Paolo Frascà (University of Toronto): “Educazione, transessualità, and the Origins 
  of (Italian) Queer Thought” 

   Lisa Dolasinski (Dickinson College): “Queer Italy Onscreen: Trans*gressing  
  Boundaries of Gender, Sexuality, and Nation in Recent Italian Films of Migration” 

   Sara Mattavelli (College of William and Mary): “Gender Fluidity and Queerness in 
  Ferrante’s Novels” 

For questions or abstract proposals, email Ryan Calabretta-Sajder (calabret@uark.edu) 

 

 

AATI/AAIS @ Tucson March 26-28, 2020 

Following a long hiatus, the third joint conference of the American Association for Italian  
Studies and the American Association of Teachers of Italian will take place from March 26-        
28, 2020 at the University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ.   

Please consult Conference Guidelines for complete norms for organizers, chairs, and speakers. 

Site: https://wordpressua.uark.edu/aaisaati2020/ 

Timeline for Accepting Proposals: 
  
October 15, 2019: Call for submissions and roundtables due. Completed sessions and 
roundtables may also be sent at this time. 
December 1, 2019: Proposals due to Session and Roundtable   Organizers with title, brief ab-
stract (150-200 words), and short bio. 
December 20, 2019: All completed sessions and roundtables due. 

   

 

AATI@ACTFL 2019 

 The Official AATI Program will be out shortly.  

   Consult the following website:  

 https://ww5.aievolution.com/tfl1901/index.cfm?do=cus.pubSearchOptions   

mailto:calabret@uark.edu
https://aais.wildapricot.org/conference_guidelines
https://wordpressua.uark.edu/aaisaati2020/
https://ww5.aievolution.com/tfl1901/index.cfm?do=cus.pubSearchOptions
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AP CORNER 

 

Esame AP di Lingua e Cultura Italiana – Edizione 2019 

By: Paola Morgavi, Chief Reader 

 

Anche quest’anno la correzione dell’esame AP di Lingua e Cultura Italiana, 
che ha luogo ogni anno a giugno a Cincinnati, OH, si è conclusa con successo. 
Il mio più sincero ringraziamento a tutti coloro che vi hanno preso parte, 
dimostrando grande professionalità, impegno, dedizione e collegialità. 

Meno entusiasmo mi vedo invece costretta ad esprimere per i risultati 
dell’esame, i peggiori degli ultimi cinque anni. Da un’analisi comparativa dei 
voti, i 5, che nel 2016 avevano raggiunto il loro massimo con il 21,8%, hanno 
toccato il loro minimo con l’11,8%. Anche i 4 sono diminuiti rispetto agli anni 
precedenti, sebbene in misura meno marcata. Tuttavia, sempre in 
riferimento al periodo analizzato, si deve notare che quest’anno per la prima 
volta la somma di 4 e 5 è inferiore al 30% del totale. Si consolidano i 3 che, 
con il 35, 1%, raggiungono quest’anno la percentuale più alta dell’ultimo 
quinquennio. Aumentano i 2, mediamente di 3 punti in percentuale.  Gli 1, 
sebbene meno rispetto al 2018 -10, 3%- sono ancora troppi -9,5%. 

Lungi dal suscitare allarmismi, vorrei tuttavia invitare tutti quanti a riflettere 
su questa diminuzione della qualità e a trovare delle risposte, concrete e non 
astratte, sulla base dei bisogni della popolazione studentesca di ciascuno, in 
modo che si possano affrontare le diverse criticità del problema e via via ri-
solverle.  

Strumenti utili a questo scopo per la parte di “Free-Response Questions” 
saranno sicuramente le risorse a breve disponibili sul sito: https://
apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-italian-language-and-culture/exam 
in particolare “Samples & Commentary” e il “ Chief Reader Report”. 

Lavoriamo  tutti insieme per crescere quantitativamente e qualitativamente. 
Se saremo capaci di fare gioco di squadra numeri e risultati premieranno il 
nostro impegno. 

 

Paola Morgavi 

Chief Reader  

:%20https:/apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-italian-language-and-culture/exam
:%20https:/apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-italian-language-and-culture/exam
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AP CORNER– CONT’D 

 

Esame AP di Lingua e Cultura Italiana 2020 

AP Italian: Just as We Wanted It… 

By: Antonietta Di Pietro 

 Those of us who have been involved with AP Italian are familiar with the cry of many 

teachers for a change in the Listening Comprehension format (Multiple Choice) in the 

first section of the exam.  

In particular, they have asked that their students be allowed to listen to audio prompts 

twice, as is the case for AP French, German, and Spanish. Their suggestions have been 

heard: starting in 2020, the AP Italian Language and Culture exam will be thoroughly 

aligned with those for the other AP World Languages, and students will be able to hear the 

audio prompts in the Multiple Choice section twice.  

With this change, AP students will engage in the three modes of communication and show 

their      linguistic skills and cultural competencies in the following task model types: Pro-

motional material,  Literary text, Article and chart, Letter, Audio report and article, Con-

versation and chart, Interview, Instructions, Presentation, Email reply, Argumentative 

essay, Conversation, and Cultural comparison. 

Additionally, for the 2019-20 school year, College Board has launched a new platform 

with free      resources to support AP teachers and students. These flexible instructional 

resources, developed in collaboration with AP teachers, are designed to provide scaffolded 

content and skill development with meaningful feedback. They also allow for online stu-

dent registration and personalized student labels, eliminating most registration 

"bubbling" students currently have to do on exam day. 

The new processes to streamline AP exam registration and order-

ing require: 

1. Digital Activation:  at the beginning of the school year, the AP coordinator or 
teachers create AP class sections online and students join these online sections using a 
digital code. 

2. Fall Registration: students register for the exam in the fall (schools must order 

all exams for full-year and first-semester courses by Nov. 15; check with the AP 

coordinators at your schools for local deadlines). Students can register later or cancel 

their registrations later, but there are fees involved. Online registration allows for the 

creation of personalized exam labels for students. 

New AP Course Audit actions are also effective and entail that all AP teachers 

submit a new syllabus for review starting March 1st, 2020. 

Please let me know if anything is unclear or you need additional information! 

Antonietta Di Pietro                                                                                                                                                     
AP Italian DC member and College Board Consultant                                                                                
adipici@gmail.com 
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 

 

Gamma Kappa Alpha 

Italian National Honors Society 

for the Collegiate Level 

http://gammakappaalpha.uark.edu  

 

Does your institution offer at least five courses in 
Italian? If so, your    institution can sponsor a 
Gamma Kappa Alpha Chapter. Enrollment is 
easy! Students are awarded certificates and honor 
cords to be worn during commencement. The      
society also hosts an annual essay contest.  

 

If you have any questions about starting a chapter 
or would like to know more about the benefits of 
GKA,  please send Ryan Calabretta-Sajder 

(calabret@uark.edu) a quick email and he will forward everything need to 
start your chapter ASAP! 

http://gammakappaalpha.uark.edu
mailto:calabret@uark.edu
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 

 

 
Florida International University in collaborazione col CONI  
 
 

Il 29 maggio e 1° giugno le due date dedicate alla Giornata dello Sport a     

Miami: "Abbiamo scelto i due campioni Francisco e  Niccolò Porcella 

come esempio virtuoso per i nostri 13mila studenti di italiano in Florida e 

per gli oltre 44mila italiani residenti. Attraverso lo sport vogliamo        

condividere con la comunità locale i valori universali della sostenibilità, 

del dialogo, della    salute e della dieta mediterranea”- ha detto Cristiano 

Musillo, Console    Generale d’Italia a Miami. 

 

Dal 2003 il CONI (Comitato Olimpico Nazionale Italiano) organizza in tutta Italia la 

Giornata Nazionale dello Sport. Ogni anno l’evento viene celebrato la prima domenica di 

giugno, che quest’anno coincide proprio con il giorno della Festa della Repubblica. 

 

L’iniziativa ha lo scopo di promuovere le varie discipline sportive e di diffondere i valori 

educativi e sociali dello sport, come il dialogo, la competitività, la determinazione, il 

rispetto per se stessi e per l’altro. 

 

Da due anni la Farnesina include nell’iniziativa le Comunità Italiane all’Estero, grazie 

alla collaborazione dei Delegati CONI  che, insieme alle rappresentanze consolari e agli 

enti locali, organizzano numerose iniziative culturali coinvolgendo non solo gli italiani 

residenti all’estero, ma anche i numerosi studenti di italiano. 

 

Una delle realtà  più vivaci per quanto riguarda l’insegnamento della lingua italiana è la 

Florida, dove per la seconda edizione della Giornata Nazionale dello Sport, che si       

svolgerà il 29 maggio e il 1° giugno, saranno presenti i due atleti e fratelli italoamericani 

Francisco e Niccolò Porcella.  

Di: Giulia Del Giudice Greco—La Voce di New York 
 
https://www.lavocedinewyork.com/lifestyles/sport/2019/05/29/i-campioni-di-surf-

francisco-e-niccolo-porcella-ambasciatori-dello-sport-italiano-a-miami/  

http://www.lavocedinewyork.com/lifestyles/sport/2017/04/29/francisco-porcella-luomo-delle-onde/
https://www.lavocedinewyork.com/lifestyles/sport/2019/05/29/i-campioni-di-surf-francisco-e-niccolo-porcella-ambasciatori-dello-sport-italiano-a-miami/
https://www.lavocedinewyork.com/lifestyles/sport/2019/05/29/i-campioni-di-surf-francisco-e-niccolo-porcella-ambasciatori-dello-sport-italiano-a-miami/
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 

 

Florida International University in collaborazione col CONI  
Cont’d 
 
Francisco e Niccolò Porcella, rispettivamente 30 e 32 anni, sono nati negli 

Stati Uniti da padre cagliaritano e madre newyorkese  e hanno vissuto tra 

New York, la Sardegna e le Hawaii. Cresciuti vicino al mare e all’oceano, han-

no potuto cavalcare le onde più grandi del pianeta diventando tra i campioni 

di surf e sport estremi più amati e conosciuti al mondo.  

 

Non solo surf, quindi, ma anche tuta alare, paracadutismo, skydiving tra gli 

sport praticati dai fratelli Francisco, che nel 2017 è stato il primo italiano a 

partecipare alla World Surf League vincendo l’Oscar e guadagnando 3          

Nominations, e Niccolò, che ne 2016 ha vinto il World Wipe Leago e il 

premio WSL XXL Biggest Wave al Peahi.  

 

L’evento inizia il 29 maggio alle ore 10 nell’Aula Magna #SIPA 125 della Florida            

International University (FIU), con la presenza del console Cristiano Musillo, della      

coordinatrice del programma di italiano del FIU Magda Novelli Pearson. 

Gli studenti della FIU e delle altre scuole di Miami avranno l’opportunità di ascoltare i 

due fratelli che racconteranno della loro vita, della loro carriera e del loro impegno       

sociale attraverso lo sport.  Inoltre, verrà proiettata la video-intervista realizzata dal 

redattore della Regione Autonoma della Sardegna, Antonello Anziani, intitolata 

“Niccolò    Porcella, sardo tra mare e cielo”, fruibile anche sul sito ufficiale della         

regione Sardegna. 

 

L’evento proseguirà il 1° giugno con un incontro a 

Crandon Park, a Key Biscayne, dove dalle ore 11 

alle 13 i due fratelli Porcella, insieme alla “Porcella 

Sport Academy”,  daranno una dimostrazione 

pratica delle regole e delle tecniche base del surf, 

del kite, del windsurf e dello stand up paddling. 

 

A Miami presente il delegato CONI per gli Stati 

Uniti, Cav. Mico Licastro, che a proposito dell’evento ha dichiarato: “I fratelli Porcella, 

oltre che essere grandi campioni nei rispettivi sport, sono cresciuti con sani principi 

ispirati al “fair play” e alla condivisione e interpretano in maniera esemplare lo spirito 

del CONI. Siamo orgogliosi di loro, di ciò che fanno negli Stati Uniti e nel mondo e in 

occasione della Festa della Repubblica che il Console Generale Musillo organizza a      

Miami il 31 maggio nell’iconico Moore Building del Design District, gli consegneremo 

una pergamena come ambasciatori dello sport italiano nel mondo”. 

Di: Giulia Del Giudice Greco—La Voce di New York 
https://www.lavocedinewyork.com/lifestyles/sport/2019/05/29/i-campioni-di-surf-francisco-e-niccolo

-porcella-ambasciatori-dello-sport-italiano-a-miami/ 

Niccolò e Francisco Porcella  

http://www.lavocedinewyork.com/people/nuovo-mondo/2017/09/08/luragano-in-florida-lodissea-di-pietro-porcella-in-fuga-da-irma/
https://www.lavocedinewyork.com/lifestyles/sport/2019/05/29/i-campioni-di-surf-francisco-e-niccolo-porcella-ambasciatori-dello-sport-italiano-a-miami/
https://www.lavocedinewyork.com/lifestyles/sport/2019/05/29/i-campioni-di-surf-francisco-e-niccolo-porcella-ambasciatori-dello-sport-italiano-a-miami/
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MEMBERS’ NEWS 

 

The Italian Innovators podcast tells the stories of 
great modern Italians in the fields of fashion, technol-
ogy, business, music and design from the 19th century 
to the present. Episodes (15-20 minutes each) are 
published the first and third Monday of every 
month and are geared toward students or anyone who 
has a genuine interest in Italian culture. No 
knowledge of Italian is required. 

The episodes of the first series were dedicated to 
Senatore Borletti, Enrico Caruso & Giulio Ricordi, 
Elsa Schiaparelli, Enzo Ferrari, Guglielmo Marconi, 
Davide Campari, Alfonso Bialetti, Maria Montessori, 
Francesca Cabrini, Edoardo Bianchi, Camillo & 
Adriano Olivetti, Leopoldo & Vittorio 
Alinari.  Upcoming episodes will be dealing with 
Milena Canonero, Michele Ferrero, Corradino 
D’Ascanio and many others.You can find all episodes 
at https://www.italianinnovators.com, Spreaker, and 
YouTube. 

Dr. Luca Cottini is Associate Professor of Italian Stud-
ies at Villanova University, and author of I passaggi 
obbligati di Italo Calvino (Longo, 2017) and The Art 
of Objects. The Birth of Italian Industrial Culture, 
1878-1928 (University of Toronto Press, 2018 

       
 Vincenzo Morano 
Direttore Didattico 
Società Dante Alighieri – 
Comitato di Siena 
Ma sara’ vero che a San 
Gimignano c’è il gelato più buono 
del mondo?  E come mai Siena ha 

come simbolo la lupa con i due gemelli, esattamente 
come Roma? Ma Siena e Firenze sono ancora rivali? 
Erano tante  le curiosità che giovani adolescenti 
statunitensi avevano quando sono arrivati a Siena lo 
scorso primo luglio, per seguire un programma 
appositamente creato per loro da SPI (High School 
Language immersion study abroad programs) in 
collaborazione con il Comitato Dante Alighieri di 
Siena. E’ da anni ormai che questo programma viene 
realizzato e devo dire che, occupandomene 
personalmente, mi sorprendono ogni volta le 
domande dei ragazzi, mai banali o scontate. 
Loro, in attesa della partenza  e mossi dall’entusiasmo 
e dalla curiosità che caratterizza i giovani viaggiatori, 
si documentano, ricercando anche i particolari meno 

ovvi, come per esempio il simbolo di Siena o il gelato 
più buono del mondo a San Gimignano. 
 
Il programma, di due settimane, prevede  20 ore 
settimanali di lingua Italiana in classe con  studenti 
provenienti da altre parti del mondo e tantissime 
attività nel pomeriggio, che vanno dalle visite culturali 
alle gite a Firenze e San Gimignano, dal pomeriggio 
dedicato al rafting nel fiume Elsa alla lezione di 
cucina  per preparare tante buonissime pizze farcite e 
uno squisito tiramisù! 
  
L’esperienza è fantastica non 
solo per i ragazzi, ma anche per 
me che, accompagnando il 
gruppo in ogni attività, per due 
settimane torno adolescente e 
guardo con occhi da ragazzo le 
meraviglie che Siena  e l’Italia 
mostrano ai viaggiatori. 
    
La Dante di Siena , oltre 
all’organizzazione di questi 
corsi per adolescenti, collabora  
prevalentemente  con diverse Università e College 
americani, come Brigham Young University, 
University of Notre Dame, University of Illinois 
Chicago, University of California Santa Barbara, 
College of Du Page, University of Tennessee Martin, 
University of South Carolina – Beaufort. Gli studenti 
di queste prestigiose istituzioni vengono a Siena per 
un semestre o per programmi di lingua e internship. 
 
Sono tante poi le offerte per gli studenti più maturi 
che vogliono trascorrere un po’ di tempo a Siena e 
scoprirne i tesori. L’Alma Siena 50+  per esempio è un 
corso ideato per chi vuole abbinare allo studio della 
lingua, delle visite guidate a Siena e nei dintorni, delle 
degustazioni di vini e prodotti tipici e delle lezioni di 
cucina italiana. 
 
Se voleste dunque sapere se davvero il gelato di San 
Gimignano e` il più buono del mondo, o quali sono le 
origini della leggenda della lupa senese, venite a 
Siena: la  Società Dante Alighieri-Comitato di Siena vi 
farà scoprire anche questo... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.italianinnovators.com/
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Uno Scambio Culturale: Bucknell University Hosts High School          

Students from Genoa 

By Lisa Ferrante Perrone, Bucknell University  

What began as a dream in the minds of two Italian      

teachers – one in Pennsylvania and one in Genoa – became 

reality when from September 8-14, 2019 the Italian Studies 

Program at Bucknell University in Lewisburg,                

Pennsylvania hosted ten high school juniors from the      

Deledda International School in Genoa. Accompanied by 

their teacher Alessandro Andreani (who was an Italian  

language teaching assistant at Bucknell in 2013-2014), the 

visiting students were hosted in dormitories by Italian   

language students at Bucknell 

and spent the week attending 

classes in both Italian and     

English, collaborating with Bucknell students on Italian cultural and 

language projects, participating in Italian Club activities and            

experiencing a “week in the life” of a university student in the United 

States. As ambassadors of Italian culture, the students from Genoa 

brought a week of real-life language experience to students in the 

Bucknell Italian Studies community, proving that language learning 

does not exist in a vacuum.  

Giuliana Ferrara, a sophomore at Bucknell who plans on majoring in Italian Studies and          

International Relations, hosted one of the visiting students. She states, “It’s nice to see a         

different perspective on life and to get to talk to people who can tell me what it’s like in Italy and 

how their culture is different from ours. Also, being able to speak in Italian every day with an 

Italian girl my age was a great opportunity to enhance my speaking skills and comfort level with 

the language.” Emanuele Serrati, one of the visiting students from Genoa, reflects on his week at 

Bucknell, “È stato interessante immergersi in un mondo per noi diverso, quello del college 

americano, differente dal nostro sistema, oltre che incontrare persone interessate a conoscere la 

nostra lingua e la nostra cultura.” After spending a week on the Bucknell campus with his 

students, Andreani reflects, “Lo scambio culturale permette a ognuno di cambiare prospettiva, 

accogliere la diversità dell’altro – oltre che le somiglianze – e offrire la propria diversità, 

permette insomma di crescere come individui e diventare consapevolmente cittadini del 

mondo.” And as a way to make the connection between the two schools a true exchange, 

Deledda International School hosted Bucknell junior Alexandra 

Lamson in May 2019 for a one-month internship as an English 

language teaching assistant. The school looks forward to 

hosting Bucknell student interns in the future.  

Looking ahead, the two schools plan to continue the exchange 
program, widening horizons and perspectives for students on 
both sides of the Atlantic and making the Italian language and 
cultural experience more tangible for Bucknell University      
students in central Pennsylvania.  

 Lauren Fierro, Meg Pomeroy, Sarah Rodriguez, Deanna Cannizzaro, 
Vittoria Lombardo, Julianna Detrick, Prof. Bernhard Kuhn, 
Prof. Lisa Perrone, Prof. Lisa Dolasinski, Yianni Livanos, Georgia 
Shell, Caitlin Ward, Jasmin Lagha. Michelangelo Secondo, Luca De 
Righetti, Stefan Toomey, Dylan Laderoute, Matilde Garbini, Marta 
Padula, Allegra Cini, Francesca Macchiavello, Nikita Caneva, Prof. 
Alessandro Andreani. Emanuele Serrati, Federico De Chiara,   
Gianluca Battaglino. Photograph courtesy of The Bucknel-
lian  

Federico De Chiara, Marta Padula and Nikita Caneva (all three are high school students from Genova).  

Minh Anh Phan, Matilde Garbini, Lizzie 
Bianchine, Jenna Beucler, Meredith 
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ITANJ  

ITALIAN TEACHERS ASSOCIATION OF NEW JERSEY 

ITANJ is happy to report that the spring and fall of 2019 
continued providing exciting opportunities for its mem-
bers and their students.  

New developments on ITANJ’s home front included two 
new Professional Development grants available to ITANJ 
members in addition to its Borsa per Docenti (teacher 
study abroad grant) , and a new series of webinars availa-
ble throughout the year. 

This past year ITANJ and AATI Long Island teamed up 
in order to bring webinars from the comfort of one’s 
home.  In September Prof. Ryan Calabretta-Saider of 
AATI and assistant professor at the University of Arkan-
sas presented a double webinar on bridging curriculum 
though the “Made in Italy” theme.  An October webinar 
presenter and back by popular demand was Roberta Pen-
nasilico, from the Naples American School and reader of 
the AP Italian exam. An early winter webinar featuring 
Wellesley College’s Daniela Bartelesi-Graf, instructor of 
the Edx online AP Italian Language & Culture Course, 
presented modes to create a learning environment that 
builds a stronger connection between language and cul-
ture, or a “blended” language course. 

ITANJ’s annual Primo Incontro workshop and PD op-
portunity entitled “Speakeasy”, was held on Oct.12. Pre-
sented by Matilde Fogliani, lecturer at MSU’s Summer 
Italian Immersion Program, the workshop explored suc-
cessful modes to encourage students to speak in Italian, 
and was then followed by a “Swap Shop” sharing of les-
sons and activities. 

ITANJ congratulates Melissa Wells recipient of ITANJ’s 
2019’s Teacher Abroad Grant (Borsa per Docenti) and a 
grant from the University of Arkansas affording her the 
opportunity to attend the “Made in Italy” summer pro-
gram in Taormina, Sicily. What better way to spend part 
of one’s summer vacation developing new teaching strat-
egies and looking over the beautiful Sicilian jewel that is 
Taormina?  Undoubtedly, Melissa who teaches at the 
Alexander Preparatory Academy in Elizabeth N.J. will 
have lots to share with her students this school year. This 
year’s teacher scholarship is again available in addition 
to two grants which will be awarded to pursue profes-
sional development. Applications and information are 
available on the itanj.org homepage. 

ITANJ is happy to report that the spring brought Culture 
Day on the MSU campus and students from various mid-
dle and high schools across the state presented “ Capo-
lavori Italiani”. San Francesco: “Il Cantico delle Crea-
ture”, “Il Percorso di un Patrimonio Perfetto”, L’Arte è 
Viva, Viva L’Arte” were among some of the skits per-
formed that day. The day, always a favorite among stu-
dents was filled with wonderful skits and performances 
in Italian adhering to the theme, music, dance, and 
prizes. The creativity, enthusiasm, and language that 
these young participants exhibit seems to raise the bar 
of excellence every year.  

Another annual student opportunity for recognition was 
the essay contest for seniors which addressed the im-
portance of studying a foreign language in today’s global 
world.  

The 2019 prize winners were: 

1st place Tamara Gjiergijeska     $250.00  Garfield 
HS  Teacher: Enrica Gilliken   

2nd place Teodora Gjiergijeska   $100.00 Garfield 
HS  Teacher- Enrica Gilliken 

3rd place Natalie Olivieri  $50.00   Madison HS      
Teacher: Silvana Berardo   

ITANJ will continue to offer many great ways of sharpen-
ing own’s teaching methodology and offering students 
fun and challenging ways of becoming fluent speakers of 
“la bella lingua.” Please visit us at www. itanj.org, or twit-
ter hashtag (www.itanj14)  and become a member! 

Congratulations to all students and teachers who partici-
pated in the essay contest and Culture Day! 

Below are the 2019 Italian Language Culture Day 
winners: 

 

Middle Schools 

1st place  Manalapan- Englishtown Middle School Linda 
Schiano/Domenica Ryan 

2nd place Holmdel Middle School             
Colleen Rafferty 

High Schools 

1st Place St. Peter’s Preparatory School Rosalie Romano 

2nd Place Frank Cicarell Academy, Elizabeh / Guido 
Morsella 

3rd Place Clifton High School  Josephine Altherr/
Rosemaria De Feo 

http://www.itanj14/
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Borders can be concrete parameters, and they 

can also be metaphorical markers. Either way, 

the border as a political, economic, cultural, 

and personal site, one to be policed, extended, 

breached, opened, celebrated, and/or erased, 

has long been of interest to those concerned 

with Italy. The areas of scholarly inquiry are as 

infinite as the varied Italian and Italianate     

borders themselves. Irredentism and colonial-

ism were policies the newly created nation-

state officially promoted and enacted as a 

means to augment the scope of its boundaries. 

Italian immigrants, in turn, extended the 

boundaries of their respective villages and 

towns through transnational networks and di-

asporic realms. In the twenty-first century a 

global economy, digital communications, and 

migrants and refugees arriving to Italy, among 

others matters, have brought renewed atten-

tion to the question of political borders. In ad-

dition, larger concepts of boundaries—those 

not necessarily tied to geo-politica questions—

have more and more come to inform collective 

and self-identities in ways that also connect to 

changing notions of Italy and Italian borders. 

In the cultural realm, a binary border demar-

cating inclusion/exclusion is a constantly artic-

ulated and negotiated site of discursive and 

performed authenticity even as it is disrupted 

or otherwise ruptured, leading to hybridic pos-

sibilities and formations. The “real Italian” em-

bodied in such phenomena as a globalized and 

transcultural cuisine, or new migrations to and 

from Italy, are examples of enforced and ever- 

contested identities. If ethnicity can be under-

stood as both identity construction and dis-

play, negotiated at points of encounter between 

various groups, as anthropologist Fredrik 

Barth proposed, then the boundary itself can 

also be seen as a dynamic source of cultural ex-

pressivity. 

This interdisciplinary conference builds on re-

cent books, symposia, and conferences investi-

gating similar themes of Italian borderlands.  

The 2020 Calandra Institute conference pro-

poses a transnational, mobile, and inclusive 

approach to Italy and “Italians”—including   

inhabitants of the nation-state, members of the 

diaspora, and former colonial subjects—as it 

positions itself at the border in an attempt to 

elucidate the consequences and possibilities 

that border studies suggest and to gain a    

deeper understanding of class, gender, and 

race. 

There is no conference registration fee. 

The official language of the conference is      

English. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, SEE OUR 

WEBSITE:  CALANDRAINSTITUTE.ORG   

 

The John D. Calandra Italian American          

Institute, Queens College, is a university-wide 

research institute of The City University of 

New York, dedicated to the history and culture 

of Italians in the United States.  

 

  

Italian Borderlands 

Restrictions, Breaches, Encounters 

April 23–25, 2020 

JOHN D. CALANDRA ITALIAN AMERICAN INSTITUTE 

Queens College, City University of New York 

http://calandrainstitute.org/
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Teaching the Italian Renaissance Romance Epic. Options for 
Teaching series. New York: Modern Language Association, 
2018. 392 pages. Edited by Jo Ann cavallo 
 

In this volume instructors will find ideas for teaching the Italian Renaissance 

romance epic along with its adaptations in film, theater, visual art, and mu-

sic. An extensive resources section locates primary texts online and lists criti-

cal studies, anthologies, and reference works. 

 

 

Boiardo. Anthology edited by Jo Ann Cavallo and Corrado Confa-

lonieri. Unicopli, 2018. 280 pages. 

http://edizioniunicopli.it/boiardo 

La critica degli ultimi anni ha rivisto l’immagine tradizionale di Boiardo 

(Scandiano 1441 – Reggio Emilia 1494) affrancandolo dall’ombra di Ariosto, 

geniale continuatore del suo poema cavalleresco e primo responsabile di 

quella che un tempo veniva definita “sfortuna”, e insieme portando l’atten-

zione sugli altri importanti testi che si devono al Conte di Scandiano. In linea 

con queste recenti interpretazioni, la presente antologia si propone di fornire 

un quadro aggiornato su un autore ricco e complesso, offrendo ai lettori un’ampia scelta di 

passi commentati da tutte le opere boiardesche. Largo spazio è dedicato all’Inamoramento de 

Orlando e agli Amorum libri, ma la selezione comprende brani dalla poesia latina giovanile 

fino alle lettere degli ultimi mesi di vita dell’autore passando per i volgarizzamenti, la bucolica 

volgare e il teatro. Ne esce il ritratto di un poeta completo, piacevole da leggere e fondamen-

tale per comprendere la letteratura italiana del Rinascimento.  

Sante Matteo, Il Secondo occhio di Ulisse: Saggi di letteratura e 

cultura italiana, a cura di Silvia Carlorosi, Maria Silvia Riccio, e 

Simone Dubrovic.  Pisa: Pacini Editore, 2019.  269 pp.  http://

www.pacinieditore.it/sante-matteo-secondo-occhio-ulisse/  La presente rac-

colta offre al lettore italiano i saggi più significativi di Sante Matteo, una 

delle voci più originali dell’italianistica americana. Essi – spaziando da 

Marco Polo e Dante a Foscolo e Manzoni, da Machiavelli a Joyce, dal Risorgi-

mento a Paolo Volponi, tra gli altri – compongono una riflessione coerente e 

nuova sul problema “Italia”, attraverso la prospettiva della sua pluralità e 

multiculturalità (ben prima dell’uso corrente di tali termini) e del suo essere 

da sempre paese in bilico tra definizione di identità, creazione di modelli 

(anche stilistici e linguistici) e flessibilità, caos, persino rottura (quasi a riflettere le istanze 

della mente). Una raccolta, infine, sul viaggio fisico e letterario come opportunità di percepire 

e vedere se stessi più in profondità.  

http://www.pacinieditore.it/sante-matteo-secondo-occhio-ulisse/
http://www.pacinieditore.it/sante-matteo-secondo-occhio-ulisse/
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Anthony Mollica, Ludolinguistica. I giochi linguistici e 
la didattica dell’italiano, prefazione di Tullio De Mauro 
e di Stefano Bartezzaghi. Recanati: Eli, 
2019. 

Ludolinguistica. I giochi linguistici e la            
didattica dell’italiano è il primo di tre manuali 

di Ludolinguistica di Anthony Mollica. Anthony Mollica, grazie 
alla sua lunga esperienza nel campo della didattica linguistica, 
in questo volume ha saputo condensare una serie di riflessioni 
teoriche sulla lingua e trasformarle in pratiche didattiche    
quotidiane, utilissime per chiunque insegni le lingue.Il testo 
contiene spunti, materiali, strumenti per l’insegnamento 
dell’italiano a bambini e ad adulti italofoni, madrelingua o di lingua straniera/
seconda, oltre che lezioni e idee pronte per l’uso, chiare, semplici e, quel che è più 
stupefacente, sempre divertenti. Presto seguiranno gli altri due volume con   
prefazione di Massimo Vedovelli (volume 2) e Luca Serianni (volume 3). 

Deconstructing the Model in 20th and 21st-Century 
Italian Experimental Writings. Editor(s): Beppe Cava-
torta,         Federica Santini. Cambridge Scholars Pub-
lisher, 2019  
 
Through a series of original analyses of experimental works that 
exist well outside of the established territory inhabited by the 
Italian literary canon, or which purposely position themselves at 
its margins, this volume proposes a new way to understand the 
goals of literary experimentation as a means to break the canon 

and give literature the same freedom that is easily granted to other arts. This 
serves to allow literature itself to intersect with those other art forms, while       
enhancing the powerful and positive outcomes of literary experimentation.      
Specifically, the volume explores a series of 20th- and 21st-century Italian works 
that are characterized by a non-normative approach to language or the act of 
writing itself. The contributors, while addressing diverse writers, and often even 
adopting different theoretical interpretations of experimentalism itself, all          
analyze the intersection between experimental literatures and other art forms, as 
well  as cross-disciplinary and non-traditional approaches to the theme of          
experimentation.  
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Trajectories of Italian Cinema and Media  

https://www.intellectbooks.com/new-book-series-trajectories-of-
italian-cinema-and-media  

Series editor: Flavia Laviosa 

The book series Trajectories of Italian Cinema and  Media intends 

to engage with diverse academic communities, build new            

conceptual frameworks and foster a globally-focused and repre-

sentative corpus of scholarship in Italian cinema and media stud-

ies. With the aim to explore new critical and historical trajectories, 

this book series seeks to trace the evidence of Italian cinema's in-

ternational polysemy and polycentrism, define the extent of its in-

spirational force, examine other cinemas' artistic innovations resulting from their osmosis 

with the Italian film tradition and foster comparative analyses of themes and genres be-

tween Italian and other world cinemas. To propose a manuscript to be included in the se-

ries, or for more information, contact the   series editor Flavia 

Laviosa flaviosa@wellesley.edu  

 

 

Avendo già pubblicato Il 

Cucchiaio Trafugato (2017), 

la Bordighera Press           

prossimamente                  

pubblica Immagina la 

prossima mossa e  altri 

racconti di Angelo Spina. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.intellectbooks.com/new-book-series-trajectories-of-italian-cinema-and-media
https://www.intellectbooks.com/new-book-series-trajectories-of-italian-cinema-and-media
mailto:flaviosa@wellesley.edu
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Dear Colleagues, 
 
On behalf of the AATI Midwest membership I would 
like to express my gratitude to our very own Lyn      
Scolaro, whose dedication as an educator and             
engagement with professional organizations in the 
course of many years have been unwavering. Most     
recently, Lyn Scolaro has been honored by The Sons 
and Daughters of Italy in America as Person of the 
Year. She also received the 'Knighthood' to the 'Order 
of the Star of Italy' (Ordine della Stella) from Sergio 
Mattarella, the President of the Republic of Italy, for 

her indefatigable dedication to the promotion of Italian language and cul-
ture. 
 
Lyn has been a devout high school Italian teacher in the Chicago area for 38 
years, bringing her passion and dedication well beyond the classroom. 
Among her endless service activities, I would like to mention the fact that 
she has been VP for the AATI for five years, Co-President of the AATI-
Midwest Chapter for many more years, AP College Board Advisor, a member 
of the AP College Board's Test Development Committee for the Italian     
Language and Culture examination, Italidea Midwest Board Member, Board 
Member for the Illinois Directors of Student Activities, and a member of the 
Osservatorio della lingua italiana for the Chicago Consulate.  
On top of all that, she launched a series of important internships and service 
learning opportunities for her students, culminating with a $100,000 grant 
from the Frantoi Redoro in Grezzana (Verona) in 2016 and the nation-wide 
initiative Made in Italy. 
 
Among many other honors, Lyn received the Distinguished Service Award 
from the National AATI, the Shining Star Award from Mt. Prospect, the 
Heart of Gold Award from Arlington Heights and the Cardinal Bernardin 
Humanitarian award in the field of Education. 
 
Lyn, you are a bright star, and we are all very proud of you! 
 
 
Chiara Fabbian, PhD 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

AATI Midwest Representative 
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Dr. Mark Pietralunga, the Victor B Olschläger Professor of   
Italian at Florida State University, has held many positions within 
the AATI over the course of several decades. He is a former          
Regional Representative (1999-2011), Distinguished Service Award 
Committee  member (2000; 2015) Distinguished Service Award 
Committee Chair (2016-2018); Conference Program Committee 
member (2002); Conference Site Selection Committee member 
(2014); and, most recently, a member of the Committee on the    
Revision of the Constitution and By-Laws (2014-2015).                 
Pietralunga, is now Associate Editor for Italica, after serving for 
many years as its Book Editor. 

Mark Pietralunga is a scholar Modern Italian Literature whose research interests range from Post 
War Italian Narrative and Italian American Studies to Piedmontese dialect and Translation   
Studies. He is especially known, in the US and abroad, for his studies on Cesare Pavese and 
Beppe Fenoglio. Pietralunga is the author of 2 monographs, 5 edited volumes, 29 invited book 
chapters, and 13 invited encyclopedia entries, as well as numerous refereed proceedings and book 
reviews. Given his expertise, has been invited to give numerous plenary and keynote lectures. 

One colleague has summarized his many accomplishments this way: 

Dr. Pietralunga’s scholarship in both quantity and quality is nonpareil, of unequaled excellence 
in what he does. […]His work engages concomitantly in a discourse on cultural paradigms and 
the validity and authority society’s cultural brokers assign them. In dealing with such matters, 
he has been able to bridge that gap between the Italian and non-Italian literary worlds. His ex-
cellence in critical analysis and his editorial capabilities have assisted in the creation of a more 
international discussion on Italian literary studies, as his more broadened perspective on the 
literary text as well as the translation thereof places him in a unique category. 

Deemed “a selfless promoter of Italian Studies,” in the broadest sense of the term, Pietralunga 
has for 25+ years contributed to curriculum development and the coordination of the Italian   
Program at Florida State University, winning two important teaching awards and routinely       
receiving top-notch reviews from his undergraduate and graduate students. To no surprise, he 
has directed or served on more than 75 interdisciplinary MA and PhD theses and has                  
enthusiastically mentored students, untenured, and tenured faculty for years. 

Pietralunga’s service to the profession also resounds through the many administrative positions 
he has held at Florida State and in many national organizations.  He has been regularly involved 
in the AAIS over the years and he has been a reviewer or panelist for numerous grant applica-
tions, including the National Endowment for the Humanities (2000-2001; 2006-2011), the MLA 
Honors and Prize Committee (2014-2015), and the Selection Committee for the Aldo and Jeanne 
Scaglione Prize for Italian Studies (2009-2011).  

Another vital aspect of Pietralunga’s dedication to Italian and Italian American Studies has been 
time and attention he has given to even less visible but equally invaluable tasks such as             
consulting with publishing houses, guest editing for journals, and peer reviewing books and      
articles each year. 

A colleague of the highest-level integrity and dedication, Mark Pietralunga stands as an example 
for us all.   

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD RECIPENTS 

By Colleen Ryan 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD RECIPENTS– Cont’d 

 

Ms. Patti Grunther, full-time, fully accredited teacher of Italian lan-
guage and culture at Watchung Hills Regional High School in N.J.;  
Coordinator of Italian Exchange Program; Teacher Mentor; Academic 
Council Member; is currently serves as AATI High School Representa-
tive.  

Grunther, a full-time Italian teacher at Watchung Hills Since 2007, is a 
graduate of Pitzer College and received her MA in Applied Linguistics 
from Montclair State University. Prior to completing her masters, 
Grunther had a career at the University of Pavia, where she was an 

English language lecturer (1998-2005, with leave); assisted in the coordination of an experi-
mental Italian language teaching project for foreign immigrants in conjunction with the munici-
pality of the city of Pavia; served as elected representative on the Didactics Commission of the 
Language Center for 5 years (2000-2005); and was the English Language Didactics Coordinator 
for an on-campus     European Social Fund language project at the University of Pavia (2001-
2005).  Grunther’s    publications include peer reviewed articles and conference proceedings on 
multimodal textual analysis and strategies for promoting learner autonomy. 

Summarizing her contributions while in the New Jersey Public School System, some of         
Grunther’s colleagues have said: 

We all recognize those few leaders in our fields, unique as they are for their all-encompassing 
and forward-looking vision, their gift for translating the highest ideals into best practices used 
in the classroom every day and in the field, their generosity of time, experience and spirit and 
overall collegiality, and, finally, their indefatigable energy and drive. Patti Grunther is one 
such leader […] 

Teaching innovation is central Ms. Grunther’s methodical vision and she has tirelessly spear-
headed and collaborated initiatives to promote Advance Placement Italian. In 2017, for example, 
Grunther partnered with Montclair State University to offer a Pre-AP Italian immersion course 
on campus. This program offers numerous benefits to high school students: preparation for the 
AP course and exam, a full-immersion approach to L2, and real-life exposure to the dynamics 
and culture of a college campus, which has been known to foster first-generation college students 
succeed once they enroll. Thus, this multi-faceted program is truly unique and will create new 
pathways for future programs and stronger ties amongst high school and university faculty and 
Italian cultural entities and institutions at large.  

Celebrated for her “unwavering dedication for the promotion of world languages across the     
continuum of study”, for her key role in “fostering a rapport between the Montclair Public 
Schools and the Italian program at Montclair State University,” for her “inspiring relationships 
with students “ Grunther has been a beacon of for collaborative innovation and growth initiatives 
for Italian Studies across New Jersey and the Mid-Atlantic Region.  

Grunther serves as a role model not only for other high school teachers in the classroom but also 
as a promoter of Italian across levels and in her community. Her creative approaches to            
advocating Italian are inspirational.  
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The Italian Program at Wake Forest University is 

thrilled to announce its new event the “Jorizzo Lec-

ture”. The event will be held once a year in October to 

celebrate Italian-American Heritage Month. This event 

intends to bring to the campus of Wake Forest major 

scholars in the field of Italian American Studies to educate 

students and the community on the rich Italian-American history, comparing 

the past to the present. The event was made possible thanks to a  generous do-

nation from Joseph and Elena Jorizzo. The first speaker will be Teresa Fiore, 

Professor and Inserra Chair of Italian American Studies at Montclair State University, who 

will lecture on the 21st of October on the Wake Forest Campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Il bando di concorso per la quinta edizione del programma di volontariato “VoluntarItaly” è 

disponibile sul sito della Dante Alighieri Society—Michigan Chapter:  

https://www.dantemichigan.org/voluntaritaly/ 

La grande novità di quest’anno è l’apertura del programma a chiunque, nei limiti d’età tra i 

18 e 25 anni, abbia una buona conoscenza della lingua italiana, anche se non attualmente 

iscritto/a a corsi di lingua.  

Questa è una possibile opportunità per attirare i giovani a cercare al loro rientro dei 

programmi di italiano per proseguire e continuare a migliorare le loro competenze. 

Il corso prevede l’arrivo a Milano entro il 5 giugno 2020 per un orientamento residenziale 

obbligatorio il 6 e 7 giugno, 2020. Come nelle scorse edizioni i volontari hanno l’opzione di 

scegliere 3 o 6 settimane di permanenza anche se con alcuni cambiamenti indicati nel 

bando. 

Vi invitiamo pertanto a diffondere la notizia. La data di scadenza delle domande è il 31 

gennaio 2020. 

 

Comitato Organizzativo “VoluntarItaly”- Dante Alighieri Michigan Chapter 

https://www.dantemichigan.org/voluntaritaly/
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Cari Lettori,  

è con animo 
profondamente addolorato 
che vi annuncio la 
scomparsa di Mario B. 
Mignone, mio collega di 
Dipartimento da quasi 
quarant’anni, grande 
amico e sodale. Mario ci ha 

lasciato la notte scorsa (precisamente fra l’8 e 
il 9 settembre – era nato il 26 luglio 1940 a 
Benevento).  Ci ha lasciato in modo del tutto 
inaspettato e certamente intempestivo. Irene 
ed io – insieme a tanti amici e colleghi di 
Stony Brook – eravamo stati a cena nel suo bel 
giardino proprio l’altra sera, e ora, mentre 
vado scrivendo queste righe, sono quasi 
attonito… e mi sembra del tutto irreale il fatto 
che egli non sia più con noi.  

E come sempre succede in questi tristi 
frangenti, il pensiero corre subito alla prima 
volta che ebbi modo di fare la sua conoscenza, 
e che risale a quasi 40 anni fa (autunno 1981). 
Avevo appena ricevuto nell’aprile il mio Ph.D. 
ad Harvard sotto la guida di Dante Della Terza 
e avevo fatto domanda alla Stony Brook 
University in quanto c’era un posto disponibile 
nel French and Italian Department,  così si 
chiamava l’Istituzione accademica della State 
University of N.Y. a Stony Brook dove avrei 
poi svolto tutta la mia carriera di docente 
d’Italianistica.  Anni dopo il titolo del nostro 
Dipartimento sarebbe stato mutato, in quello 
più allargato, di Department of European 
Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, ch’è 
quello tuttora usato. Ricordo che il Chairman 
era Joseph A. Tursi, bravo, gioviale e dinamico 
italianista, e persona dotata di grande 
umanità, nonché sia “padre” fondatore di tutto 
il Programma di Lingua e Letteratura Italiana 
a Stony Brook, sia, in quegli anni, anche 
Presidente dell’AATI (American Association 
Teachers of Italian), la massima Associazione, 
insieme all’AAIS, dell’Italianistca negli Stati 
Uniti.  

Ricordo come in un film mentale i componenti 
di quella gloriosa sezione d’italiano: Joseph 
Tursi, Mario B. Mignone, Charles Franco, 
Leslie Morgan e George Carpetto. Insieme con 
quest’ultimo avrei iniziato il lavoro su/per 
Gradiva che mi avrebbe impegnato per vari 
decenni e che tuttora continua con l’annessa 
casa editrice Gradiva Publications. Qualche 
anno dopo sarebbe arrivata a Stony Brook 
anche la gloriosa Forum Italicum, affidata da 
Michele Ricciardelli proprio a Mario Mignone, 
che l’ha guidata fino a ieri con la massima 
scrupolosità rendendola – come ha ben scritto 
Alessandro Carrera (membro dell’Executive 
Editorial Board) – «una delle riviste di 
italianistica più autorevoli al mondo». Oggi la 
rivista si avvale dell’eccezionale e capillare 
lavoro che svolgono Sebastiano Martelli 
dell’università di Salerno e di Franco Vitelli 
dell’università di Bari, ambedue Associate 
Editors di questo periodico di assoluto valore 
internazionale.   

Mario è stato uno strenuo, infaticabile 
scudiero e generoso promotore della nostra 
cultura, sia attraverso questa rivista sia 
attraverso l’attivissimo Center for Italian 
Studies da lui fondato a Stony Brook oltre 
trentaquattro anni fa: davvero una “casa” per 
quanti fra studenti e docenti e abitanti di tutta 
la East Coast hanno fatto e fanno a lei 
riferimento.  

In particolare, poi, vanno ricordati i suoi 
numerosi interventi sull’emigrazione: tematica 
che in questi ultimi decenni era diventato uno 
dei suoi campi di ricerca e di battaglia più 
intensi. A tale proposito, e in tal senso, non va 
dimenticata la sua toccante autobiografia The 
Story of My People: From Rural Southern 
Italy to Mainstream America (Bordighera , 
2015), di recente pubblicata anche in edizione 
italiana (L’America e la mia gente, MnM 
Edizioni); mi permetto rimandare il lettore a 
una mia lunga recensione uscita a suo tempo 
in America Oggi del 27 settembre 2015.  

 

Prof. Mario Mignone (1940-2019)  

In Memoriam 
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 Studioso di teatro (ben nota la monografia 
di Mario su Eduardo De Filippo, in italiano 
e in inglese), nonché di vari e fondamentali 
autori italiani del Novecento, fra cui Luigi 
Pirandello, Giuseppe Ungaretti, Cesare 
Pavese, Alberto Moravia, Dino Buzzati, Pier 
Paolo Pasolini, Dario Fo, ecc.; per non 
menzionare i numerosi scritti a tutto tondo 
sulla nostra storia e sulla nostra società.  
Ricordo, fra gli altri, almeno gli studi Italy 
Today: A Country in Transition (1995) e 
Altre Italie: Cittadinanza e diritto di voto 
(2008). E soprattutto mi corre l’obbligo di 
menzionare il mastodontico volume della 
Library of Congress uscito sia in lingua 
inglese sia in lingua italiana di sei anni fa: 
Trovare l’America, a cura di Linda Barrett 
Osborne e Paolo Battaglia, con la 
magistrale Introduzione di Mario B. 
Mignone.   

Saluto in Mario Mignone un uomo schietto 
e diretto, che sapeva unire alla sua 
intelligenza la capacità di cogliere una 
situazione culturale nel suo mobile contesto 
socio-storico, senza dimenticare il suo 
salace e perspicace humor di sana e vivida 
colloquialità mediterranea. Per tutta la sua 
attività svolta negli Stati Uniti, nel 1998 fu 
insignito del titolo di Cavaliere al Merito 
della Repubblica Italiana dal Presidente 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro.  

Mario lascia sua moglie Lois Pontillo, a sua 
volta per molti anni docente presso il 
Suffolk C. College, tre splendide figlie 
(Pamela, Cristina ed Elizabeth), e lascia un 
vuoto davvero incolmabile in tanti amici, 
nella nostra università e nella nostra 
Comunità intera.  Tutto ciò sia detto di 
getto e sommariamente, ma tenendo ben a 
mente tutto l’immenso lavoro da lui svolto 
attraverso il Center for Italian Studies per 
mezzo di numerose conferenze, letture, 
presentazioni di libri e stimolanti dibattiti 
sulla nostra cultura.  

 

Mi piace concludere riportando le ultime, 
toccanti, testamentarie righe della sua 
recente autobiografia: « Noi apprezziamo la 
libertà e l’assenza di restrizioni alla nostra 
capacità di pensare e di agire; ma il 
corollario della libertà è la responsabilità 
individuale [corsivo  mio]. Secondo il 
grande umanista Pico della Mirandola 
l’uomo è dotato di maggiore senso di 
dignità degli angeli: gli angeli possono 
essere solo angeli, ma l’uomo può essere un 
bruto o un semidio. La libertà è maggiore 
se traduce i nostri desideri nella capacità di 
autodeterminazione che non è una entità 
data, ma un potere che si realizza nelle 
capacità del nostro cambiamento. 
Speriamo che i nostri nipoti e la loro 
generazione abbiano la resilienza, la forza, 
le abilità, la creatività,  la conscenza e il 
carattere di ambire a essere semidèi». 

Ciao, Mario, sarai sempre nei nostri cuori e 
nelle nostre menti per continuare 
l’incessante opera di valorizzazione e di 
promozione della nostra bella Lingua e 
della nostra importante, necessaria cultura. 

    

  Luigi Fontanella 

 John S. Toll Professor of Italian 

       Stony Brooke University 
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“Non sempre le nuvole 
offuscano il cielo: a volte 
lo illuminano” 

(Elsa Morante, La storia) 

 

Final Notes 

 

RingraziandoVi per i Vostri contributi e per il continuo 

entusiasmo e impegno per la promozione della nostra lingua e 

cultura a tutti i gradi e livelli, Vi aspettiamo e Vi invitiamo a 

mandarci tutto ciò che avete da condividere per la prossima 

edizione primaverile 2020. 

Continuiamo così, avanti tutta! 

Vi ricordiamo che la scadenza per l'invio del nuovo 

materiale è per il primo marzo, 2020.  

Gentilmente inviate i vostri contributi a: 

aatinewsletter@gmail.com in formato Word. Grazie! 

 

Silvia Giorgini-Althoen      Silvia Tiboni-Craft 

Wayne State University    Wake Forest Universtity 
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