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NOVEMBER 2022FALL NEWSLETTER

Lettera dal presidente
Dear AATI Members,

As the semester comes to a quick close, I hope this edition of the

AATI Newsletter finds you all well and ready for the upcoming

holidays! I am happy to announce that Jessica Greenfield has

transitioned to the AATI Secretary/Treasurer and from now on all

financial matters should be sent to treasurer@aatifinance.com. James

M. Fortney has moved into the role of AATI Newsletter editor and

Newsletter matters can be sent to aatinewsletter@gmail.com. James

was already serving on the committee, and we are happy to have him

now overseeing the publication. James, welcome aboard! I also want

to congratulate the committee for embarking on a special article on

Sarah Parker Remond and a special thanks goes to C. Alessia Defraia

who researched and wrote it. The idea behind highlighting Remond is

brilliant: the AATI Newsletter team wanted to bridge Italian Heritage

Month (October) with Black History Month in the US (February).  
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We would like to thank Riccardo Masala for this edition's cover and the
Massachusetts Historical Society for the photo that inspired his work.  
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A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  A A T I  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a c t i v e  a c r o s s t h e  b o a r d  a n d  w e  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  s u c c e s s  t o
c e l e b r a t e !  

B l u e  Z o o  C r e a t i v e  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e b r a n d i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f r o m  t h e  l o g o  t o
t h e  w e b s i t e .  P l e a s e  s e e  t h e  n e w  a n d  o f f i c i a l  A A T I  L o g o .  W e  p l a n  t o  l a u n c h  t h e  n e w  w e b s i t e
a n d  d a t a b a s e  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 3 .  S t a y  t u n e d !

T h e  A A T I / I A S A @ L u c c a  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a  h u g e  s u c c e s s .  M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  M a r i n a  M e l i t a  a n d
t h e  e n t i r e  c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .  I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o
c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  I A S A  a n d  a l l o w  f o l x  t o  e a s i l y  m o v e  f r o m  o u r  s e s s i o n s  a n d  t h e i r s .  O u r  h o s t ,
F o n d a z i o n e  C a m p u s  a n d  t h e i r  s t a f f  E l i s a b e t t a ,  M a t i l d e ,  a n d  A l i c e ,  w e r e  t e r r i f i c  a n d
o f f e r e d  u s  g r e a t  s p a c e s  b o t h  o n  s i t e  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  L u c c a .  B e s i d e s  t h e  s t i m u l a t i n g
p a n e l s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  w a s  t h e  P u c c i n i  c o n c e r t  h o s t e d  a t  t h e  C h i e s a  S a n t a  C a t e r i n a
a n d  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  L u c c h e s i  n e l  m o n d o .  W e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t h e  “ D i s s e r t a t i o n s  i n  P r o g r e s s ”
s e s s i o n s  f o r  G r a d u a t e  S t u d e n t s  a n d  m a d e  t h e m  m u c h  m o r e  i n t e r a c t i v e  w i t h  a  s e g m e n t  i n
w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s e n i o r  f a c u l t y  w o r k s h o p p e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  O u r  k e y n o t e
a d d r e s s ,  A n t o n e l l a  B u n d u ,  w a s  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  o u r  s p e c i a l  g u e s t ,  P o r p o r a  M a r c a s c i a n o ,  w a s
b o t h  i n s i g h t f u l  a n d  d e l i g h t f u l .   T h a n k s  W G S S  C o l l e c t i v e  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  t h i s !   P l e a s e  c h e c k
o u t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  p i c t u r e s  l a t e r  o n  i n  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r !  

I n  O c t o b e r ,  w e  o r g a n i z e d  t w o  e v e n t s  f o l l o w i n g  u p  o n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  g r a n t s  t o  m e m b e r s
e n r o l l i n g  i n  B l a c k  I t a l i a ’ s  T e a c h i n g  B l a c k  I t a l y ,  w h i c h  w e  a r e  a  c o - s p o n s o r .  T h a n k s  t o  G i n a
G a l l o  a n d  A l e s s i a  D e f r a i a  f o r  l e a d i n g  t h e  c h a r g e  o n  t h e s e  e v e n t s .  B o t h  w e r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d
a n d  o f f e r e d  n e w  i d e a s  f o r  t h e  I t a l i a n  c u r r i c u l u m .  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  A A T I  N a t i o n a l  H i g h  S c h o o l  E x a m  i s  o p e n .  G i n a  M a i e l l a r o ,  M a r y  J o
L u b r a n o ,  a n d  t h e  A A T I  N a t i o n a l  I t a l i a n  E x a m  t e a m  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  a l l  y e a r  t o  g e t  t h e
e x a m  r e a d y  t o  p i l o t  a n d  t h e n  t e s t  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  T h e  A A T I  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  k e p t  b u s y  i n  F a l l
w r i t i n g  r o u g h l y  4 0 0  c h e c k s  t o  t h e  w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  S p r i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n .  A l l  c h e c k s  s h o u l d  b e
i n  t h e  m a i l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  I f  y o u r  s c h o o l  o r  s t u d e n t  h a s  y e t  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e i r s ,  l e t  u s  k n o w .
N e x t  y e a r  w e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t
h t t p s : / / w w w . n a t i o n a l i t a l i a n e x a m . o r g .  
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A t  l a s t  w e e k ’ s  A A T I @ A C T F L  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  B o s t o n ,  t h e  A A T I  c e l e b r a t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  2 0 2 2
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  P r o f e s s o r  A w a r d  w i n n e r s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h o s e  f r o m  2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 1 .  B e  o n
t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  t h e  c a l l  t o  n o m i n a t e  y o u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o l l e a g u e s  f o r  2 0 2 3 ,  c o m i n g  o u t  i n
e a r l y  s p r i n g .
 
T h e  A A T I  B o o k  A w a r d  h a s  c o n c l u d e d  i t s  s e c o n d  y e a r !  W e  a r e  j u s t  a b o u t  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h o s e
w i n n e r s  v i a  t h e  l i s t s e r v .  W e  w i l l  s o o n  a n n o u n c e  t h e  2 0 2 3  B o o k  A w a r d  c o n t e s t .  L o o k  o u t  f o r
a n  e m a i l  f r o m  D r .  M a r k  P i e t r a l u n g a  ( m p i e t r a l u n g a @ f s u . e d u ) ,  c h a i r  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  v i a  t h e
l i s t s e r v  a n d / o r  v i s i t  t h e  w e b s i t e .  W e  h i g h l y  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  s e n d  f o r w a r d  y o u r  r e c e n t
p u b l i c a t i o n .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g  s e m e s t e r ,  t h e  A A T I  w i l l  b e  r e l e a s i n g  a  j o b  a d  f o r  a  p a r t - t i m e  E x e c u t i v e
D i r e c t o r  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  i d e a  o f  h i r i n g  a n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  h a s  b e e n  t o s s e d  a r o u n d  f o r  a t
l e a s t  t e n  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  E C  h a s  f o r m a l l y  a p p r o v e d  t h e  r e q u e s t .  T h e  A A T I  i s  t h e  o n l y
A A T  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h o u t  a n  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  a n d  t h e  E C  i s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h i r i n g
s o m e o n e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  ‘ b a c k  o f  t h e  h o u s e ’  w o r k  w i l l  h e l p  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  g r o w
i n  b o t h  m e m b e r s h i p  b u t  a l s o  v i a  g r a n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  W e  i n t e n d  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t o  m o v e
f u l l - t i m e  w i t h i n  t h r e e  y e a r s .  S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i a  t h e  l i s t s e r v  a n d  t h e
w e b s i t e .  

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  s e r v i n g  i n  a  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  w i t h  A A T I .  W e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  l o o k i n g  f o r
r e g i o n a l  r e p s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  N e w  E n g l a n d ,  S o u t h e a s t - S o u t h ,  a n d  t h e  M i d w e s t .  N e x t  y e a r  w e
a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  r u n  f o r  a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r  p o s i t i o n s .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  r u n n i n g  f o r
a n  o f f i c e  o r  n o m i n a t e  s o m e o n e .  

B e f o r e  c o n c l u d i n g ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  A A T I  O f f i c e r s ,  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h e  E C
f o r  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A s  y o u  k n o w ,  a l l  o f  u s  v o l u n t e e r  o u r
t i m e  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A s  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  o u r  o w n  j o b s  c o n t i n u a l l y
g r o w  a n d  b e c o m e  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  w e  t h e n  s w i t c h  h a t s  a n d  p u r s u e  t a s k s  f o r  t h e  A A T I .  T h i s
f i n a l  c a l l  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o f  t h e m  b u t  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a l l  m e m b e r s  t o  1 )  p l e a s e
m a k e  s u r e  y o u  r e n e w e d  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  2 )  b e c o m e  a c t i v e .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  t o
r e n e w  y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p !  A s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d ,  w e  o f t e n  f o r g e t
t o  r e n e w  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p .  Y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e
A A T I  a n d  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  I t a l i a n  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  W e  c o u n t  o n  y o u !  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r
m e m b e r s h i p  b u t  a l s o  y o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a l l  o f  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e v e n t s .  S e c o n d l y ,
b e c o m e  m o r e  a c t i v e ;  d o n ’ t  j u s t  c o m e  a r o u n d  f o r  c o n f e r e n c e s !  J o i n  a  c o m m i t t e e  o r  r u n  f o r
a n  o f f i c e .  W e  c a n  a l w a y s  u s e  t h e  h e l p .  

W e  w a n t  t o  h e a r  y o u r  i d e a s  a n d  h a v e  y o u  p i t c h  i n t o  o r g a n i z i n g  e v e n t s  t h a t  a d v o c a t e  t h e
d i f f u s i o n  o f  I t a l i a n  S t u d i e s ,  o n  a l l  l e v e l s ,  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  b e y o n d .  W e  c a n  o n l y  b e
s u c c e s s f u l  i f  w e  c o o p e r a t e  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  t o g e t h e r .

U n  c o r d i a l e  s a l u t o ,

R y a n  C a l a b r e t t a - S a j d e r
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r k a n s a s
 



N e l  f a m o s o  e  a f f a s c i n a n t e
c i m i t e r o  a c a t t o l i c o  d i  R o m a  ( V i a
C a i o  C e s t i o  6 )  f r a  l e  t o m b e  d i
g r a n d i  n o m i  d e l l ’ a r t e ,  d e l l a
l e t t e r a t u r a  e  d e l l a  p o l i t i c a  s i
s c o r g e ,  a l l a  d e s t r a  d e l l ’ e n t r a t a  d i
i n g r e s s o ,  u n a  t a r g a
c o m m e m o r a t i v a  d e d i c a t a  a  S a r a h
P a r k e r  R e m o n d .  Q u e s t a  t a r g a
c o m m e m o r a  s i n  d a l  d i c e m b r e  d e l
2 0 1 3  -  g r a z i e  a l l ’ i n t e r v e n t o  d e l l a
s t o r i c a  s t a t u n i t e n s e  M a r y l i n
R i c h a r d s o n  c h e  è  r i u s c i t a  a
r a c c o g l i e r e  i  f o n d i  -  u n a  g r a n d e
d o n n a .

M a  c h i  e r a  S a r a h  P a r k e r  R e m o n d ?
N a t a  n e l  1 8 2 6  a  S a l e m  i n
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  n e l l a  f a m i g l i a
n u m e r o s a  d i  u n  u o m o  l i b e r o ,  s i n
d a l l a  t e n e r a  i n f a n z i a  f u  v i t t i m a
c o n  i  s u o i  f a m i l i a r i  d i  e p i s o d i  d i
e m a r g i n a z i o n e  a  c a u s a  d e l  s u o
c o l o r e .  L e i  e  i  s u o i  f r a t e l l i ,  d o p o
v a r i  t e n t a t i v i  d i  i n t e g r a z i o n e  i n
u n a  s o c i e t à  b i a n c a  e  o t t u s a ,
f u r o n o  c o s t r e t t i  a  i s c r i v e r s i  a
s c u o l e  p r i v a t e  f o n d a t e  d a
a f r o a m e r i c a n i  p e r  p o t e r  a v e r e  u n a
d e g n a  i s t r u z i o n e .  E d  è  c o s ì  c h e  s i n
d a  g i o v a n i s s i m a ,  R e m o n d  d i v e n n e
u n ’ a t t i v i s t a  d i  s p e s s o r e
i n t e r n a z i o n a l e  p e r  i  d i r i t t i  u m a n i  e
i l  s u f f r a g i o  f e m m i n i l e .  B a s t i
p e n s a r e  c h e  i l  s u o  p r i m o  d i s c o r s o
i n  p u b b l i c o  c o n t r o  l a  s c h i a v i t ù  l o
f e c e  a p p e n a  s e d i c e n n e .

R e m o n d  S a r a  d i  A m e r i c a
b y  C .  A l e s s i a  D e f r a i a  
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N e l l a  p r i m a  m e t à  d e l l ’ 8 0 0  S a l e m  e r a  i l
c e n t r o  d e l l ’ a t t i v i t à  a n t i s c h i a v i s t a  e
t u t t i  i  m e m b r i  d e l l a  f a m i g l i a  R e m o n d  v i
e r a n o  c o i n v o l t i  a t t i v a m e n t e :  i l  f r a t e l l o
m a g g i o r e  C h a r l e s  f u  i l  p r i m o  o r a t o r e
n e r o  d e l l ’  A m e r i c a n  A n t i - S l a v e r y
S o c i e t y  e  s u a  s o r e l l a  N a n c y  f u  u n a  d e l l e
f o n d a t r i c i  d e l l a  S a l e m  F e m a l e  A n t i -
S l a v e r y  S o c i e t y  .

È  d u r a n t e  q u e s t o  p e r i o d o  c h e  a v v e n n e
u n o  d e i  t a n t i  s p i a c e v o l i  e p i s o d i  d i
s e g r e g a z i o n e  t i p i c i  d i  q u e l l ’ e p o c a  e
d e g l i  a n n i  a  v e n i r e :  r e c a t a s i  a  t e a t r o ,
l e  f u  i m p o s t o  d i  s e d e r s i  i n  u n  p o s t o
r i s e r v a t o  a i  n e r i .  D o p o  e s s e r s i
c a t e g o r i c a m e n t e  r i f i u t a t a  d i  a c c e t t a r e
q u e s t ’ o r d i n e ,  f u  c a c c i a t a  v i a  d a l  t e a t r o
i n  m a l o  m o d o  ( s p i n t a  g i ù  p e r  l e  s c a l e )  e
s e n z a  t r o p p e  s p i e g a z i o n i .  S a r a h  P a r k e r
R e m o n d  d e n u n c i ò  p u b b l i c a m e n t e
l ’ a c c a d u t o ,  e  n o n  s o l o  o t t e n n e  u n
c o s p i c u o  r i s a r c i m e n t o ,  m a  d a  q u e l
m o m e n t o  i l  t e a t r o  a l l e s t ì  s o l o  e d
e s c l u s i v a m e n t e  s a l e  a p e r t e  a  t u t t i .  C o n
q u e s t a  s u a  b a t t a g l i a ,  i n t r a p r e s a
c o r a g g i o s a m e n t e  a l l ’ e t à  d i  2 6  a n n i ,
R e m o n d  a p r ì  l a  s t r a d a  a l l a  c a u s a  d e i
d i r i t t i  c i v i l i  d e g l i  a f r o a m e r i c a n i .
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We thank the Massachusetts Historical Society whose
archives house the original photo.

D i v e n n e  i n  b r e v e  t e m p o  u n a
r a p p r e s e n t a n t e  c o n o s c i u t a  e  s t i m a t a
d e l l ’ A m e r i c a n  A n t i - S l a v e r y  S o c i e t y  e
g i r ò  c o n  a l c u n i  d e i  s u o i  f r a t e l l i  i n  d i v e r s i
s t a t i  s e t t e n t r i o n a l i  a l  f i n e  d i  d i f f o n d e r e
i l  p e n s i e r o  a n t i s c h i a v i s t a .  A n c h e  i n
q u e s t a  f a s e  d e l l a  s u a  v i t a  n o n
m a n c a r o n o  g r a v i  i n c i d e n t i  d i  c a r a t t e r e
d i s c r i m i n a t o r i o :  s p e s s o  v e n i v a n o
a s s e g n a t i  l o r o  ( i n  q u a n t o  p e r s o n e  d i
c o l o r e )  a l l o g g i  p o c o  a c c o g l i e n t i  e  p u l i t i .

D o p o  v a r i  s u c c e s s i  e  a p p r e z z a m e n t i  p e r
l a  s u a  a r t e  o r a t o r i a  -  p e r s u a s a  d a  a l t r i
a t t i v i s t i  e  s e g u e n d o  l e  o r m e  d e l  f r a t e l l o
m a g g i o r e  C h a r l e s  -  d e c i s e ,  c o n  g r a n d e
c o r a g g i o  e  d e t e r m i n a z i o n e ,  d i  r e c a r s i  i n
I n g h i l t e r r a .  T a l e  s c e l t a  n o n  f u  d e t t a t a
s o l o  d a l l ’ a m o r e  p e r  l o  s t u d i o ,  m a  a n c h e
e  s o p r a t t u t t o  d a l  f o r t e  d e s i d e r i o  d i
d i f f o n d e r e  i l  p r o p r i o  p e n s i e r o  e
r a c c o g l i e r e  c o n s e n s i  p e r  l a  c a u s a
a b o l i z i o n i s t a  n e g l i  S t a t i  U n i t i .  D o p o  u n
v i a g g i o  l u n g o  e d  e s t e n u a n t e  i n  n a v e
d e l l a  d u r a t a  d i  d u e  s e t t i m a n e ,  l a
c o r a g g i o s a  R e m o n d  a r r i v ò  a  L i v e r p o o l ,
d o v e  n e l  g i r o  d i  u n a  s o l a  s e t t i m a n a
t e n n e  i l  s u o  p r i m o  d i s c o r s o  p e r  l a  c a u s a
a n t i s c h i a v i t ù  i n  t e r r a  i n g l e s e .  I n  s o l i  3
a n n i  t e n n e  b e n  4 5  d i s c o r s i  e  s i  d e d i c ò
c o n  t u t t a  s é  s t e s s a  a d  i n f o r m a r e  g l i
e u r o p e i  d e l  d u r o  t r a t t a m e n t o  s u b i t o  n o n
s o l o  d a g l i  s c h i a v i ,  m a  a n c h e  d a  t u t t i
q u e g l i  u o m i n i  l i b e r i ,  c h e  i n  r e a l t à  l i b e r i
a n c o r a  n o n  e r a n o .  D u r a n t e  l a  g u e r r a
c i v i l e ,  s i  p r e o c c u p ò  d i  r i s v e g l i a r e  l e
c o s c i e n z e ,  d i  o s t a c o l a r e  l a
C o n f e d e r a z i o n e  e ,  d o p o  i l  c o n f l i t t o ,  s i
i m p e g n ò  n e l  r a c c o g l i e r e  f o n d i  p e r
c o r r e r e  i n  a i u t o  d e i  n u o v i  u o m i n i  l i b e r i
d e g l i  S t a t i  U n i t i  d e l  s u d .  R i m a s e
e n t u s i a s t a  d e l l ’ a c c o g l i e n z a  r i c e v u t a  e
s o p r a t t u t t o  d e l l ’ a p p o g g i o  e  d e l l a
s o l i d a r i e t à  d e l l e  d o n n e  b i a n c h e  i n g l e s i .

N e i  s u o i  d i s c o r s i  m i s e  a n c h e  i n  l u c e  l o
s f r u t t a m e n t o  s e s s u a l e  s u b i t o  d a l l e  d o n n e
n e r e  d u r a n t e  l a  s c h i a v i t ù .  F u  u n a  v e r a
p i o n i e r a  d e l l ’ a n t i s c h i a v i t ù  e  u n a  f o r t e
s o s t e n i t r i c e  d e l l ’ e m a n c i p a z i o n e
f e m m i n i l e  n e r a .  V i  è  d a  s o t t o l i n e a r e  c h e
t a l e  a t t i v i t à  a n t i s c h i a v i s t a  i n  t e r r i t o r i o
s t r a n i e r o  f u  t u t t ’ a l t r o  c h e  f a c i l e  d a l
p u n t o  d i  v i s t a  d i p l o m a t i c o ,  s o p r a t t u t t o  a
c a u s a  d e l l ’ a t t e g g i a m e n t o  c h i u s o  d i  m o l t i
u f f i c i a l i  a m e r i c a n i :  s p e s s o  a  R e m o n d  f u
i n f a t t i  n e g a t o  i l  v i s t o  a  c a u s a  d e l l a
m a n c a n z a  d i  r i c o n o s c i m e n t o  d e l l a  s u a
p e r s o n a  c o m e  c i t t a d i n a  s t a t u n i t e n s e ,  c o n
i l  d i r i t t o  a l l ’ o t t e n i m e n t o  d e l  p a s s a p o r t o .   



C i  v o l l e  i l  C i v i l  R i g h t s  A c t  d e l  1 8 6 6
p e r c h é  q u e s t o  a v v e n i s s e .  E
f o r t u n a t a m e n t e  a c c a d d e ,  v i s t o  c h e
p e r m i s e  a  q u e s t a  g r a n d e  d o n n a  d i
a v e r e  u n o  s p a z i o  n e l l a  s t o r i a .

D o p o  u n a  l u n g a  p e r m a n e n z a  i n
I n g h i l t e r r a  -  d o v e  v e r s o  l a  f i n e
d e g l i  a n n i  t r a s c o r s i  l à  s i  d e d i c ò
a g l i  s t u d i  u m a n i s t i c i  e  s i  d i p l o m ò  i n
i n f e r m i e r i s t i c a  p r e s s o  i l  L o n d o n
U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  -  R e m o n d  s i
a v v e n t u r ò  a l l a  v o l t a  d e l l ’ I t a l i a  d o v e
a  F i r e n z e  s i  i s c r i s s e  c o m e
s t u d e n t e s s a  a l l a  S c u o l a  d i
M e d i c i n a  p r e s s o  l ’ O s p e d a l e  d i
S a n t a  M a r i a  N u o v a .  N e l  r e g i s t r o
i n i z i a l e  d i  a m m i s s i o n e  d e l l a  s c u o l a
v i e n e  r e g i s t r a t a  c o m e  ‘ S a r a h
P a r k e r  R e m o n d ,  n e g r a  d ’ A m e r i c a ’
q u a s i  a  r i c o r d a r e  l a  s u a  r a z z a  d i
a p p a r t e n e n z a ,  c o m e  u n  m a r c h i o
i n d e l e b i l e  e  d i s c r i m i n a t o r i o
r i s p e t t o  a g l i  a l t r i  s t u d e n t i .  N o n
s a p p i a m o  s e  f u  l e i  a  f a r  s c r i v e r e
q u e l l a  n o t a  a c c a n t o  a l  n o m e  o  s e
s i a  s t a t o  u n  i m p i e g a t o  r a z z i s t a  a
f a r l o .  C i  p i a c e  p e n s a r e  c h e  s i a
s t a t a  u n a  n o t a  v o l u t a  f o r t e m e n t e
d a l l a  f i e r a  e  d e t e r m i n a t a  R e m o n d
p e r  m e t t e r e  i n  r i s a l t o  c h e  –
n o n o s t a n t e  i l  r a z z i s m o  a n c o r a
m o l t o  f o r t e  a  q u e i  t e m p i  –  l e i  c e
l ’ a v e v a  f a t t a :  n o n  s o l o  a v e v a
s u p e r a t o  g l i  o s t a c o l i  r a z z i s t i ,  m a
a n c h e  m i s o g i n i  e  s o c i a l i  c h e
l ’ a v e v a n o  a c c o m p a g n a t a  p e r
u n ’ e s i s t e n z a .   
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S t u d e n t e s s a  e c c e l l e n t e ,  R e m o n d  s i
l a u r e ò  i n  O s t e t r i c i a  n e l  1 8 6 8  e  q u e s t a
v o l t a  f u  a m m e s s a  a g l i  e s a m i  f i n a l i
c o n  i l  n o m e  d i  ‘ R e m o n d  S a r a  d i
A m e r i c a  ( S t a t i  U n i t i ) ’ ,  s e n z a  a l c u n
a l t r o  r i f e r i m e n t o  e  q u a s i  a  b a t t e z z a r e
u n a  c o m p l e t a  i n t e g r a z i o n e  n e l l a
s o c i e t à  i t a l i a n a  d e l  t e m p o .  I n i z i ò  s i n
d a  s u b i t o  a  p r a t i c a r e  l a  p r o f e s s i o n e
d i  o s t e t r i c a  e  l o  f e c e  p e r  q u a s i
v e n t ’ a n n i .  N e l  1 8 7 7 ,  s f i d a n d o  a l t r e
r e g o l e  s o c i a l i  d e t t a t e  d a l  r a z z i s m o  e
d a l l a  m i s o g i n i a ,  s i  a v v e n t u r ò  i n  u n
m a t r i m o n i o  i n t e r r a z z i a l e  c o n  u n  u o m o
p i ù  g i o v a n e ,  s p o s a n d o  L a z z a r o  P i n t o r
u n  s a r d o  c o n  c u i  p o i  s i  t r a s f e r ì  a
R o m a ,  d o v e  v i s s e  f i n o  a l l a  s u a  m o r t e
a v v e n u t a  n e l  1 8 9 4 .

E c c o  c h i  e r a  S a r a h  P a r k e r  R e m o n d :
u n a  d o n n a  e m a n c i p a t a  e  c o r a g g i o s a ,
c h e  n o n  s i  l i m i t ò  a  d i f f o n d e r e  t e o r i e  e
l e g g e r e  d i s c o r s i  s c r i t t i  a  t a v o l i n o ,  m a
s i  o f f r ì  c o m e  m o d e l l o  -  p e r  l a  p r o p r i a
g e n e r a z i o n e  e  q u e l l e  d e i  p o s t e r i  –  d i
u n a  v i t a  v o l t a  a l l a  f e l i c i t à  e
a f f e r m a z i o n e  p e r s o n a l e  c h e  a  l e i  -  i n
q u a n t o  n e r a  e  d o n n a  -  e r a  s t a t a
i n i z i a l m e n t e  n e g a t a .  

 
 

C .  A l e s s i a  D e f r a i a

A A T I  D i r e c t o r  o f
C o m m u n i c a t i o n



     At Hopkins School in New Haven, Connecticut, an Independent grades 7-12 school, we celebrate Italian Heritage

Month every October. We started the month off by going outside and playing bocce on our playing fields. Then the

Italian Cooking and Culture Club helped to organize a yearly campus wide celebration. We reminded our community

that in October we celebrate the contributions of Italians and Italian Americans to the United States. This year, we

invited a wood burning pizza truck from Branford called Crust Pizza, and a cannoli truck from Meriano’s Bakery in

Guilford. Meriano’s offered eight different types of cannoli, and filled them on the spot. After this school wide event,

Italian students then participated in a tarantella dance workshop led by performer Simone DePaolo, who also taught

the students about the folklore behind the tradition.  

In the classroom, students are studying Italy as a land of migration, both historically and today. New Haven and

Amalfi are Sister Cities, and the Wooster Square neighborhood, although much reduced in size and numbers, has

been New Haven’s Little Italy for over 100 years. To look at the connection between New Haven and Amalfi, students

also viewed the documentary and oral history The Village (2018), by Steve Ham. Students furthermore continue to

actively foster relationships with our Sister School in Amalfi by exchanging short videos on a Padlet platform. We are

planning to visit our Sister School in March.

Also in celebration of Italian Heritage Month the Italian 2 students performed original market scenes and the AP

Italian students created a Made in Italy unit. They took turns leading the class by presenting different brand items

through commercials, from Parmigiano and San Pellegrino to Ferrino, for which they wrote interactive

comprehension questions, in addition to providing the history and background.  

 
Celebrating Italian-American Heritage

and Culture Month at Hopkins School!  
 

by Teresa Picarazzi, PhD 
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S T E M ,  I t a l i a n  a n d  I t a l i a n -
A m e r i c a n  H e r i t a g e  a n d
C u l t u r e  M o n t h  a t  M o n t c l a i r
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  N e w
J e r s e y  

N e w  J e r s e y  k n o w s  h o w  t o  c e l e b r a t e  I t a l i a n -
A m e r i c a n  H e r i t a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  m o n t h !  O n
O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 2 2  M o n t c l a i r  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y
h o s t e d  i t s  1 5 t h  a n n u a l  “ T e a c h i n g  I t a l i a n
S y m p o s i u m / W o r k s h o p ” .  T h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m  i s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  P r o f . s s a
E n z a  A n t e n o s  a n d  t h e  C o c c i a  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e
I t a l i a n  E x p e r i e n c e  i n  A m e r i c a ,  i t s  d i r e c t o r  M a r k
R o t e l l a  a n d  h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  s t a f f .  E a c h  y e a r  t h e
S y m p o s i u m  o f f e r s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r
t e a c h e r s  o f  I t a l i a n  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  T h i s  y e a r ' s  f o c u s
w a s  t h e  t i m e l y  a n d  o f t e n  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  I t a l i a n  +  S T E M .  A f t e r  2
y e a r s  o f  v i r t u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  o v e r  5 0  I t a l i a n
t e a c h e r s  g a t h e r e d  f o r  a  f u l l  d a y  o f  l e a r n i n g ,
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  c o m r a d e r y .  T h e  e v e n t  f e a t u r e d
a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  b a c k g r o u n d
a n d  p e d a g o g i c a l  s o u n d n e s s  o f  c o n n e c t i n g  S T E M
a n d  I t a l i a n ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  m u l t i p l e  i n t e n s i v e
h a n d s - o n  w o r k s h o p s  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  b y
r e n o w n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g
p e d a g o g y  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  T h i s  y e a r ' s  e s t e e m e d  p a n e l  o f
e x p e r t s  i n c l u d e d ,  L u c a  C o t t i n i  o f  V i l l a n o v a
U n i v e r s i t y ,  T a n i a  C o n v e r t i n i  a n d  G i o r g i o  A l b e r t i
o f  D a r t m o u t h  C o l l e g e ,  N a t h a n  L u t z  o f  K e n t  P l a c e
S c h o o l  ( N J ) ,  a n d  K a r e n  M u r a n o  o f  C l o o n e n
M i d d l e  S c h o o l  ( C T ) .  E a c h  y e a r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e
i n c l u d e s  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  T h e  C o c c i a - I n s e r r a
A w a r d  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n  i n  t h e
T e a c h i n g  o f  I t a l i a n  ( K - 1 2 ) .  T h i s  y e a r ' s  r e c i p i e n t
w a s  J o s e  G a b r i e l e  F e r n a n d e z  f r o m  P . S  2 4 2
Y o u n g  D i p l o m a t s  M a g n e t  S c h o o l  i n  N Y C .  O n
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A A T I  w e  c o n g r a t u l a t e  P r o f .
F e r n a n d e z  a n d  w e  a p p l a u d  t h e  C o c c i a  f a m i l y  f o r
t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  l a n g u a g e  a n d
c u l t u r e .

 

b y  G i n a  G a l l o  
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O f t e n t i m e s  o u r  b e s t  a n d  b r i g h t e s t  s t u d e n t s  o f  I t a l i a n  a r r i v e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e   o n  t h e i r  n e w
u n i v e r s i t y ' s  c a m p u s  e a c h  f a l l  t o  h e a r  f r o m  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  a d v i s o r s  t h a t  t h e i r  A P  I t a l i a n
L a n g u a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  E x a m  s c o r e s  s e r v e   n o  o t h e r  p u r p o s e  t h a n  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  b a s i c
l a n g u a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t .   T h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e s s i o n ,  o r g a n i z e d   i n  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n  H e r i t a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  M o n t h  a n d  e n t i t l e d  " T h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  I t a l i a n
S t u d i e s  i n  a  S t u d e n t ' s  A c a d e m i c  J o u r n e y , "  w a s  t o  l e t  s t u d e n t s  k n o w  b e f o r e  h e a d i n g  t o
c o l l e g e  t h e  t r u e  v a l u e  o f  t h o s e  s c o r e s :  t h e y  a r e  t h e  k e y  t o  o p e n i n g  d o o r s  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
w i t h  t h e  I t a l i a n  L a n g u a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  t h r o u g h  a d v a n c e d  c o u r s e  w o r k  i n  t h e  t a r g e t  l a n g u a g e
w i t h  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  s c h o l a r s ,  s t u d y  a b r o a d  a n d  m u c h ,  m u c h  m o r e .  F o n d a z i o n e  I t a l i a ' s
H i l a r y  S t e r n  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  e v e n t  a t  P a l i s a d e s  C h a r t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  P a c i f i c  P a l i s a d e s ,
C a l i f o r n i a .   P r e s e n t  a t  t h e  e v e n t  w e r e  t h e  a m a z i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  o f  P a l i  H i g h ,  t h e
D e p u t y  C o n s u l  G e n e r a l  o f  I t a l y  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  t h e  E d u c a t i o n   A t t a c h é  o f  t h e  C o n s u l
G e n e r a l  o f  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  a n d  p r o f e s s o r s  f r o m  P e p p e r d i n e ,  C S U L B ,  a n d  U S C .   W h a t  a
t e r r i f i c  w a y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n  H e r i t a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e  a n d   t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  I t a l i a n
l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u r e  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e !

I t a l i a n  B e y o n d  H i g h  S c h o o l  a n d  I t a l i a n - A m e r i c a n  H e r i t a g e
a n d  C u l t u r e  M o n t h  a t  P a l i s a d e s  H i g h  i n  P a c i f i c  P a l i s a d e s ,  C A  

b y  J a m e s  M .  F o r t n e y  



AATI  NEWSLETTER
 NOVEMBER 2022

10

I l  1 8  e  i l  2 9  o t t o b r e  s i  s o n o  t e n u t i  d u e  w e b i n a r  “ T e a c h i n g
R e s o u r c e s  f o r  a n  i n c l u s i v e  c u r r i c u l u m ”  e  v i  h a n n o
p a r t e c i p a t o  p i ù  d i  c i n q u a n t a  i n s e g n a n t i .  I  d u e  e v e n t i
e r a n o  v o l t i  a  c a t a l i z z a r e  l ’ a t t e n z i o n e  d e i  d o c e n t i  s u  u n
i n s e g n a m e n t o  p i ù  i n c l u s i v o  e  c h e  d i a  s p a z i o  a  t u t t e
q u e l l e  p e r s o n e  c h e  p e r  m o t i v i  c u l t u r a l i ,  t r a d i z i o n a l i ,
s t o r i c i  s o n o  s e m p r e  s t a t e  e s c l u s e  d a l l a  s t o r i a  e  l i n g u a
i t a l i a n e .  D i v e r s i  i n s e g n a n t i ,  c h e  a v e v a n o  o t t e n u t o  i  f o n d i
p e r  f r e q u e n t a r e  u n  c o r s o  r e l a t i v o  a  ‘ T e a c h i n g  B l a c k  I t a l y ’
h a n n o  c o n d i v i s o  l a  l o r o  c o n o s c e n z a  i n  c a m p o ,  l a  l o r o
e s p e r i e n z a  d i d a t t i c a  e  i  m a t e r i a l i  c h e  h a n n o  u s a t o  n e i
l o r o  c o r s i . I  n o s t r i  p i ù  s e n t i t i  r i n g r a z i a m e n t i  v a n n o  a l l e
d o c e n t i  c h e  h a n n o  p r e s e n t a t o  i n  c o l l a b o r a z i o n e  c o n  F r e d
K u w o r n u  e d  i l  s u o  p r o g r a m m a  “ T e a c h i n g  B l a c k  I t a l y ” .  
 T u t t i  g l i  i n t e r v e n t i  s o n o  s t a t i  i n t e r e s s a n t i s s i m i  c o n
a r g o m e n t i  c h e  h a n n o  s p a z i a t o  d a  q u e s t i o n i  t e o r i c h e  s u l
s i g n i f i c a t o  d i  “ c u l t u r a  i t a l i a n a ” ,  a l l a  d e f i n i z i o n e  d i
i d e n t i t à  n e l l ’ I t a l i a  m u l t i c u l t u r a l e  a t t u a l e ,  a i  m a t e r i a l i
d i d a t t i c i  p e r  a r r i c c h i r e  i l  c u r r i c u l u m  i t a l i a n o  i n  t a l  s e n s o .
A l l a  f i n e  d e i  w e b i n a r  s o n o  e m e r s e  i n t e r e s s a n t i  p r o p o s t e :
s p e r i a m o  v i v a m e n t e  c h e  i l  t u t t o  n o n  f i n i s c a  q u i  e  c h e
q u e s t i  d u e  i n c o n t r i  s i a n o  l ’ i n i z i o  d i  u n a  n u o v a  e r a  i n  c u i
l ’ i n c l u s i o n e  d i v e n t i  p r o t a g o n i s t a  n e l l ’ i n s e g n a m e n t o  d e l l a
l i n g u a  i t a l i a n a .  P e r  m a n t e n e r e  a p e r t a  q u e s t a
c o n v e r s a z i o n e  s i  p u ò  u t i l i z z a r e  i l  d o c u m e n t o  d e l l e  r i s o r s e .
V i  i n v i t i a m o  a d  u t i l i z z a r l e  e  a  c o n t r i b u i r e  i n  m o d o  c h e  i l
t u t t o  n o n  c e s s i  f i n o  a l  n o s t r o  p r o s s i m o  i n c o n t r o :

h t t p s : / / d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / d o c u m e n t / d / 1 T p J n c m H D d w D P z 2
1 R b X _ R X J E j V V L W C i 5 Z C 1 a i r U N y r 8 Y / e d i t ? u s p = s h a r i n g  



AATI  NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 2022

11

Francesca Savoia, Ph.D.
AATI Distinguished Service Award,
College/University Division 
           
                                        by Virginia Picchietti

The AATI is happy to announce that Dr. Francesca Savoia is this

year’s recipient of the Distinguished Service Award in the

College/University category.  Dr. Savoia is Professor Emerita of

Italian at the University of Pittsburgh.  A member of the AATI for

over thirty years, she currently serves on the association’s Book

Award Committee (2021-).  She has also served on the AATI

Constitution and By-Laws Committee (2013-2014), the AATI

Executive Committee (2011-2014), and as Mid-Atlantic Regional

Representative (2011-2014).  

Francesca Savoia is an internationally renowned scholar of 17th-,

18th-, and 19th-century Italian literature and cultural history and a

leading expert on the 18th-century literary critic, poet, playwright,

and lexicographer Giuseppe Baretti.  Her scholarly production

demonstrates the breadth and depth of her contribution to Italian

Studies.   

 She is the author of a monograph on Baretti’s writings and life during his residence in England, entitled

Fra letterati e galantuomini: notizie e inediti del primo Baretti inglese and winner of the American

Association for Italian Studies 18th- and 19th-century Book Award in 2011.  Other scholarly works

include three annotated editions of Baretti’s writings and letters; the first modern critical edition of

Silvio Fiorillo’s 1624 theatrical adaptation of the final cantos of Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso, entitled “La

cortesia di Leone e Ruggiero con la morte di Rodomonte”; a critical edition of seven 18th- and 19th-

century operatic meta-melodramas; and an edited collection of essays on the epistolary writings of 18th-

and 19th-century artists.  Dr. Savoia has authored numerous other scholarly essays and book chapters on

Italian literature, opera, and pedagogy; encyclopedia and dictionary entries on Italian literature; a

translation of Marco Coltellini’s libretto for Priamo e Tisbe; and book reviews.  For her work in Baretti

Studies, she was inducted into the Italian National Committee for the Celebrations of the 300th

Anniversary of Giuseppe Baretti’s Birth, established by the Italian Ministry of Cultural Heritage and

Activities.  In addition, for over thirty years, Dr. Savoia has presented on Italian literature, cultural

history, and pedagogy at international conferences, including the AATI, and has been invited to lecture

at institutions of higher learning and research institutes in the United States and abroad.  Finally, Dr.

Savoia has herself published an original collection of poetry and a short story.
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 Of her many scholarly achievements, a colleague notes, “Francesca’s deep and broad

connections to the Italian academic world through various projects and publications have

made her a valued interlocutor in both American and Italian academic environments. […] 

 Taken as a whole, […] this body of work gives ample evidence of her importance in the field as

a Settecentista (and not only), but also show her incredible versatility as a scholar and thinker.”

As professor of Italian, Dr. Savoia has had a long and distinguished career at the University of

Pittsburgh, where she held leading positions in the Department of French and Italian and

during which she mentored students and colleagues alike.  Here, she contributed to the

development of a rigorous Italian program and created and directed the department’s summer

study abroad in Genova.  She mentored undergraduate students both through these programs

and as founding moderator of the university’s Gamma Kappa Alpha chapter and moderator of

the Italian Club.  As director of the university’s M.A. in Italian from 1986 to 2010, she mentored

countless graduate students who went on to build successful careers in Italian: some became K-

12 teachers, including in four local area schools where, as a result, Italian continues to thrive;

and many others gained admission to Ph.D. programs across the US.  During her tenure at the

University of Pittsburgh, Dr. Savoia also directed fifteen Master’s theses and served on twelve

dissertation committees in different fields.  Of her mentorship, a colleague emphasized her

“generosity and support […] and wisdom,” while also recognizing her enthusiasm for

“collaborating with colleagues at all stages.”

Dr. Savoia’s service to the profession has proven equally vital.  She has been on the editorial

boards of American and Italian journals, organized the AAIS Annual Conference held at the

University of Pittsburgh in 2011, and organized sessions, roundtables, and seminars at

numerous national and international conferences.  Through her service to the AATI, she has

been a strong promoter of Italian at the community level, prompting a colleague to conclude,

“In her role as Mid-Atlantic Regional Representative, she was particularly dedicated to

promoting Italian language and culture and establishing a bridge with high schools, advocating

for the inclusion and maintenance of quality Italian programs, encouraging networking

among the constituents of her region, and helping teachers meet professional development

requirements.”  In sum, the colleague’s recognition of “her talents as a scholar, her skills and

nurturing qualities as an educator, and her generosity as a human being,” also conveys the

esteem the Italian Studies community has for Dr. Savoia’s work in scholarship, teaching, and

service to the profession.
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Ida Giampietro Wilder, M.A.
AATI Distinguished Service Award, 
K-12 Division
                                        by Virginia Picchietti 

The AATI is happy to announce that Professor Ida

Giampietro Wilder is this year’s recipient of the

Distinguished Service Award in the K-12 category.  Prof.

Giampietro Wilder, a full-time, fully accredited teacher of

Italian with an M.A. in Education, has taught Italian at

Athena High School, Greece Central School District in

Greece, NY, since 1978, and is currently also an adjunct

professor of Italian at SUNY Brockport, Rochester Institute

of Technology, and Nazareth College of Rochester.  She is

a long-time member of the AATI and has served on the

association’s Executive Board and Distinguished Service

Award Committee, and as a New York State Regional

Representative.  She has also served as President and Vice

President of the Italian Teachers Association of Central

New York.

 

For the past four decades, Ida Giampietro Wilder has dedicated her career to the promotion of

Italian language and culture, both inside and outside the classroom.  Her commitment to

mentoring students and teachers alike and tireless advocacy for the development of a rigorous

Italian curriculum are evident in the service she has contributed to the field of language

education.  She has served on numerous committees and boards devoted to teaching Italian,

and for many years presented at workshops to mentor teachers of Italian.  Of particular note is

her participation in the development of the standardized Italian exam: she served on

committees for the development of both the New York State Regents Exam and AP Italian. 

 She was co-Chair of the ACTFLT National Standards Task Force for Italian (1997-1999); a

member of the task force for the creation of the AP Italian Course and Exam (2003-2006); a

member of the AP Development Committee (2006-2009); reader, table leader, and question

leader for AP Italian (2006-2016); reader for the exam (2022); and, since 2006, a College Board

consultant.  



In addition, as a form of mentorship and guidance, she has shared her expertise with other

language teachers through her presentations on teaching and AP strategies at ACTFL

conferences; taught methods classes in workshops organized in New York State and Florida;

and served as instructor at the Italian AP Summer Institute, including at Manhattan College

(2005 to the present), Fordham University (2006-2018), Montgomery College (2016), SUNY

Purchase (2007), and Rutgers University (2017).

She has also participated in community outreach programs to encourage high school students

from the Greater Rochester area to continue pursuing their education in Italian.  To this end,

she co-created, co-organized, and co-chaired the outreach workshop on Italian culture,

Italianissimo, held at Nazareth College, supported by the NIAF, and with an average yearly

participation of 300 high school students.  For her “outstanding achievement in teaching,”

contribution to curriculum development, and promotion of Italian, Professor Giampietro

Wilder was awarded the NYSAFLT President’s Award (2016); the Woman of the Year in

Education Award from the Italian American Community Center (2002); and the NYSAFLT

Ruth E. Wasley Distinguished Teacher Award, K-12 division (1994).

As teacher of Italian, Professor Giampietro Wilder is recognized as an inspirational mentor.  In

this regard, a colleague notes, “Ida is an exceptional educator whose contributions in the field

enrich and inspire many young people and educators.”  Not only has she taught Italian

language courses for over forty years, but she has also led over forty student trips to Italy;

organized student exchanges with high schools in Bologna, Brescia, Pescara, and Torino; and

co-authored the student workbook Seguimi.  Just as significant, Professor Giampietro Wilder

has endeavored to create an inclusive learning environment reflective of the socially

progressive classroom, for which a colleague praised “her deep understanding of teaching with

respect to diversity and including all students, helping to build for them a more equitable

scenario.”  Recognized as a role model in language education and community engagement,

another colleague concluded, “She is an outstanding educator, a leader in her field, and

someone who has helped lay the foundation for World Languages in the 21st Century.”
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Teacher Resource Corner

Edwin Hill, Associate Professor of French and Italian and 
American Studies at the University of Southern California

A s  a  n o n - s p e c i a l i s t  t e a c h i n g  a  l a r g e
g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e ,  I ’ m  a l w a y s  o n
t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  a c c e s s i b l e  b u t  c o m p e l l i n g
m a t e r i a l  t o  g e t  m y  s t u d e n t s  t h i n k i n g  m o r e
b r o a d l y  a b o u t  h i s t o r i e s  o f  r a c e ,  g e n d e r  a n d
m i g r a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e .  W i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d ,
A s a l e  A n g e l - A j a n i ’ s  b r i l l i a n t  S t r a n g e  T r a d e
a b o u t  A f r i c a n  m i g r a n t  w o m e n  i n c a r c e r a t e d
i n  R o m e  w o r k s  r e a l l y  w e l l .  T h i s  b o o k - l e n g t h
s t u d y  b l e n d s  o r i g i n a l  e t h n o g r a p h i c
r e s e a r c h  w i t h  a  c r e a t i v e  n o n - f i c t i o n  w r i t i n g
s t y l e  t h a t  c a p t u r e s  s t u d e n t s ’  a t t e n t i o n  a n d
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y .  S u p p l e m e n t i n g  t h e
b o o k  w i t h  a n  e s s a y  A n g e l - A j a n i  c o -
a u t h o r e d  w i t h  N i m m i  G o w r i n a t h a n ,  “ W h y
W o m e n  K i l l :  O n  G e n d e r e d  V i o l e n c e  a n d  O u r
I n a b i l i t y  t o  U n d e r s t a n d  F e m a l e  R a g e ” ,   I
a s k  s t u d e n t s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h
m i g r a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e
s y s t e m  a n d  c a r c e r a l  g e o g r a p h i e s  t h a t  s p a n
t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  s e a  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y
i m p a c t  A f r i c a n  w o m e n .  H o w  d o  A n g e l -
A j a n i ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  a t  t h e
R e b i b b i a  p r i s o n  i n  R o m e  c h a l l e n g e  w h a t  w e
t h i n k  w e  k n o w  a b o u t  h o w  w o m e n  e n d  u p
b e h i n d  b a r s  i n  E u r o p e  ( a n d  t h e  U S )  a n d
w h y  A f r i c a n  w o m e n  e n d  u p  t a k i n g  u p
p e r i l o u s  j o u r n e y s  a n d  r i s k y  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e
f i r s t  p l a c e ?  A l s o ,  s h a l l  w e  t h i n k  o f  t h e s e
w o m e n  a s  v i c t i m s ,  a s  h e r o e s ,   o r  a s
c r i m i n a l s  l i k e  a n y o n e  e l s e  w h o  m u s t  p a y  f o r
t h e i r  c r i m e s ?  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  I
e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n
i n t e r s e c t i o n a l  c r i t i c a l  l e n s  i n  t h e i r
a p p r o a c h ,  o n e  c a p a b l e  o f  r e n d e r i n g  t h e
c o m p l e x i t y  o f  A f r i c a n  m i g r a n t  w o m e n ’ s
e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i l e  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  w a y  w e
u n d e r s t a n d  E u r o p e / A f r i c a  b o r d e r  r e l a t i o n s .



From the Editor

Italica would like to thank all its readers and AATI
members for their patience during this time of
transition with both a new editor and a new
publisher. We have been working hard and are
delighted  that volume 99.1 is scheduled to come out
in December and volume 99.2 in February.  In the
meantime, submit your articles following the
guidelines posted on the University of Illinois Press
website.    You may also send all materials to 
 summegi@auburn.edu as well as reviews to
italicareview@gmail.com.  

Giovanna Summerfield

Italica features original scholarly articles on all
aspects of Italian language, literature, and culture as
well as studies on language pedagogy.
Interdisciplinary and comparative studies related
to Italian literary and intellectual culture are also
accepted. The journal serves members of the
American Association of Teachers of Italian (AATI)
and other readers interested in things Italian
through the publication of reviews,
announcements, and bibliographies. 

CLICK HERE for guidelines on how to submit
your article 
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AATI Conference: From
Lucca to Catania
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A f t e r  a  t w o  y e a r  h i a t u s  d u e  t o  t h e
g l o b a l  p a n d e m i c ,  A A T I  i s  p r o u d  t o
r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  2 0 2 2  A A T I / A A I S
J o i n t  C o n f e r e n c e  i n  L u c c a ,  I t a l y
w a s  a  s u c c e s s !   P l e a s e  c h e c k  o u t
s o m e  o f  o u r  f a v o r i t e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t
w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u
t h a t  f e a t u r e  a t t e n d e e s  a s  t h e y
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t a l k s  a n d  s o c i a l
e v e n t s  i n  t h i s  l o v e l y  T u s c a n  t o w n .  

M o r e o v e r  p l a n n i n g  i s  a l r e a d y
u n d e r w a y  f o r  A A T I ' s  2 0 2 3
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  i n
C a t a n i a ,  J u l y  5 - 9 ,  2 0 2 3
c e l e b r a t i n g   1 0 0  Y e a r s  o f  A A T I !   

H e r e  i s  s o m e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  y o u
b e g i n  t o  p l a n  f o r  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t
e v e n t :

C o m p l e t e d  S e s s i o n  P r o p o s a l  D e a d l i n e :  

D e c e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2

L i n k  t o  w e b s i t e :
h t t p s : / / a a t i . u a r k . e d u / a a t i 2 0 2 3 /

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  i n
C a t a n i a !
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SUBMIT NEWSLETTER PIECES:

https://forms.gle/vtMWaWeyADmJ9bFeA
 

STUDENT SUBMISSION TOOL:
https://forms.gle/LuLXgkpXehj1uSk19

 
SUBMIT MONTHLY UPDATES PIECES:
https://forms.gle/CL5xvTetxnLHcbHJ7

 

Notizie da condividere?
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S O C I E T À  O N O R A R I A  I T A L I C A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  
b y  L u c r e z i a  L i n d i a ,  P r e s i d e n t

D e a r  C o l l e a g u e s  a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I t a l i a n  H o n o r  S o c i e t y / S o c i e t à  O n o r a r i a  I t a l i c a ,  
D u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2 ,  1 3 6  s c h o o l s  i n  1 5  s t a t e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  a n d
I t a l y  i n d u c t e d  s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t h e  S o c i e t à  O n o r a r i a  I t a l i c a .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s
f o r  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  L a n g u a g e  a n d  C u l t u r e ,  a n d  k u d o s
t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s  a n d  c h a n g i n g  l i v e s  a s  a  r e s u l t !  W e  a l w a y s
w e l c o m e  t h e  n e w  h i g h  s c h o o l s  t h a t  j o i n e d  t h i s  y e a r  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g / a c t i v a t i n g  c h a p t e r s  i n  t h e i r
s c h o o l s ;  t h e y  a r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  i n  r e d .  T h a n k  y o u ,  t e a c h e r s ,  f o r  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e x c e l l e n c e .  
 O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S o c i e t à ,  I  a l s o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I t a l i a n  C o n t e s t  E x a m i n a t i o n .  C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  a  c o m p l e t e  l i s t  o f
s t u d e n t s  w h o  r e c e i v e d  a  m o n e t a r y  a w a r d  o f  $ 1 0 0  e a c h  f r o m  t h e  S o c i e t à  O n o r a r i a  I t a l i c a :

h t t p s : / / d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / d o c u m e n t / d / 1 7 E q a T V L m x S Y 7 Z b 1 c e o m V Z E a - C 3 q 1 g c D X / e d i t

 
 


